
Curate’s Musings 
 
To say I am not particularly interested in football is an understatement.  
However, I did sit up and take notice, a few mornings ago, when I heard the 
female executive of a Premier League football club being interviewed on the 
radio.  The subject, of course, was when and how the clubs might begin to 
play again, and in front of live audiences.  There had been a top-level 
meeting and decisions had to be made.  This lady said she had gone to the 
meeting having decided how they should proceed.  But she had heard what 
other club managers had to say and she had changed her mind.  Imagine 
that! 
   
How often do we hear a public figure – a politician, especially – acknowledge 
that he or she, having heard other opinions, weighed up new arguments, 
heard about different experiences, has changed their mind?  On the rare 
occasions it happens, they may well be castigated.  They’ve ‘done a u-turn’ – 
and that’s automatically deemed to be blame-worthy. 
 
I want to suggest we all need to be much more open to the possibility of 
changing our minds – and of being gracious to others who change theirs.  In 
the last few months, every day we’ve been inundated with new data, new 
statistics, new interpretations, corrections, evaluations.  Who among us can 
assess all this information instantly and reach the correct decision every 
time?  Having come to an opinion, it may be we need to change our mind. 
 
Thinking over a longer period than just the past few months, which of us 
would say we have the same opinions as we did ten years ago? – or when 
we were teenagers?  It’s only to be expected that our views change as our 
experience enlarges and our circumstances alter.   
 
It’s great to appreciate and value what we’ve got – whether it’s a comfortable 
home, lovely countryside, decent education and well-thought-out values in 
life.  

 



‘For the company of friends, for food on the table, for the one I love,  
for the blessings of life: God, thank you.’ 

 
And it’s even better consciously to say ‘thank you’ for them!   

 
‘Count your blessings, name them one by one,  
and it will surprise you what the Lord has done.’ 
 

St Paul suggested to the Christians in Philippi that they could actually 
calm their worries by saying ‘thank you’: ‘Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything with prayer and thanksgiving let your 
requests be known to God.   
 
And the peace of God …. will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus.’   
 
It’s great, too, to move on and grow from our beginnings, in our attitudes 
and sympathies and understanding.  Those among us fortunate to have 
children or grandchildren will occasionally admit we learn a great deal 
from them – not only about modern technology but also about attitudes 
to minorities, concerns for the future of the earth, viewpoints on sex 
equality and mental health, and so on.   
 
These last months have opened many of us to new ways of doing things 
– even if it’s only allowing ourselves to be helped to do things we’ve 
always done for ourselves.  And the next months will be challenging too, 
as we try to keep workplaces, shops and entertainment venues 
hygienically safe; even our church buildings may have to be run 
somewhat differently, and church services may look and feel a little 
unfamiliar.  As we grow, we have to be open to change our minds about 
matters we may have thought were settled and changeless for ever. 
 
George Craig, a Methodist preacher, tells a story about having taken his 
son on his first visit to a beach.  There was a tediously long walk from 
the car park, and his son, being thrilled with his new bucket and spade, 
was forever stopping to dig in little patches of sand on the rather dirty 
path.  He may well have been happy to spend all day there, never 
reaching the actual beach.  George Craig observed: 
 
‘Many of us who have embarked on the journey of faith have very similar 
experiences.  I’m sure I’m not the only person who has been reluctant to 
accept that the experience of God that I’ve been comfortable with for 
years may not be the whole story…..  And that’s a pity, because God 
does not call us to a life spent sitting comfortably where we first met him.  



He constantly calls us on to bigger and better things.  He always has 
more for us to discover about him.’ 
 
The future might be different from how we imagined it was going to be, 
and we may have to change our minds about all sorts of things.  George 
Craig’s son’s face, when he eventually saw the real beach ‘was a picture: 
delight but also sheer awe that anything so good could be so vast.  And 
that same sense of delight and awe can be ours, if we’re willing to trust 
God’s promise that, however good we may think it is where we are, it’s a 
lot better up ahead.’ 
 

Lord, we pray for the gift of faith that will draw us on, 
trusting in your promise that the best is yet to come. 
Amen. 













Prayer Booklet 
 
Prayer Booklet for June 
 

https://shelliem.wordpress.com/2020/05/30/june-prayer-booklet/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This prayer booklet is for people unable to attend a funeral 
https://shelliem.wordpress.com/2020/03/29/prayer-booklet-for-
those-unable-to-attend-a-funeral/ 
 
 

Go to church this Sunday (virtually) 
 

You can watch (and rewatch) the Church of England’s virtual Sunday 
services: 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online 
 

Radio 3—Choral Evensong 3pm 
Radio 4—Morning worship 8am 
BBC radio—Hereford and Worcester—8am 
Broadway Coronavirus Support Network 



 
There is a group of people who have formed a group with many 
volunteers—The Broadway Coronavirus Support Network— 
https://www.facebook.com/broadwaycoronasupportnetwork 
 
This is updated regularly on Facebook.   

 
(UPDATED 7pm SAT 21/03) To all residents in the Parish of Broadway 
 

We are so far a very small group of villagers working together with the Parish 
Council as we would like to provide help to our fellow residents during the 
current Coronavirus pandemic. 
 

We are in the process of setting this page and network up so please bear with 
us whilst we pull together the relevant parties to assist. 
 

This FREE service is available to residents within the Parish of Broadway 
who are self-isolating, vulnerable or have underlying health issues that 
prevent them from going to public places. 
 

Please contact us if you require assistance with local shopping, prescription 
collections, posting letters or anything else you are struggling with, or if you 
would simply like a friendly chat over the phone: 
 

Contact: 
Tel: Revd Michelle (Shellie)Ward - 07780002565. 
E-mail: broadwayvillagenetwork@gmail.com 
 

One of our coordinators will then put you in touch with a helper who lives near 
to you. 
 

*PLEASE NOTE - we will also aim to provide all of the details on leaflets and 
posters so that those who do not use online services can easily access the 
same help. 
 
Please do not feel isolated or that you shouldn’t be asking for help. We are all 
here for each other during this difficult time! Your contact details will only be 
shared with your designated Broadway Helper. We won’t keep records, or 
publicise your details or ask you for money. 
 
This free service will be available until the British government / W.H.O. has 
declared that the pandemic is no longer a threat. 
 
*PLEASE NOTE 
** We cannot provide medical advice / assistance or lifts to medical 
appointments or elsewhere. If you require this type of help please contact 
Cotswold Friends, a local charity: 
 
Telephone 01608 651415 info@cotswoldsfriends.org 



 
We will aim to work with our local stores provide delivery services. 
The following Broadway businesses offer local delivery, and you can place 
your orders over the phone and pay with your bank card: We will add to this 
list as we go; 
** If you need a volunteer to pick up a few urgent essentials for you from the 



local shops please ensure you have some cash at home or a cheque book. 
All cash should be placed in an envelope. 
 
We’re here to help! 
 

Other Useful Information 

found on Facebook or other places online 
 

Barn Close Surgery 
 

5th May 2020 

Barn close Surgery remains affected by the current lockdown. We are 
operating as a "Blue" site for telephone and video consultations. Please 
ensure that we have your latest mobile telephone numbers to enable video 
consultations. 

We are also an Amber zone for face to face consultations for non 
respiratory or cardiac conditions. Appointments are limited due to the need 
for reducing face to face consultations and social distancing requirements. If 
it is felt that you would benefit from a face to face consultation we will give 
you strict instructions. 

Our Red zone is operating at De Montfort medical centre in Evesham. We 
will advise you whether you need to attend the Red zone on the basis of 
your presenting condition. 

8th May 2020 Bank Holiday. The surgery is closed for "normal" business 
and you will be unable to collect medication that you have ordered. 

If you require urgent care that cannot wait until the surgery is next open, 
then please call the surgery and listen to the instructions.  

Thankyou again for all your patience and kind will at this difficult time. 

www.barnclose.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.barnclose.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2M31mfAjMsAMp9we7ZwhgYtzEHw__bL8970DTOxHkxW3eVllAjYkZoT7w&h=AT0L1LoOlQuYpV461kP1z3h2RuHiVhH9Puee1pckayh3V_iRFi_xed503iHqyTmm9Fak3fzTjhcFXKqPtaONBqtI07twjXYSIG7PAulSYq2LU7po6NVev




Information from the Diocese  
 

Live Streaming of services  
 
You can follow the links to these churches online via the diocesan page: https://
www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/2020/03/16/coronavirus-latest-information/  
I have chosen, for now, to offer a WhatsApp group where we can pray, share  
and communicate as a benefice—if you wish to join the group please send me 
your mobile number and download the app. There is always the prayer booklet 
on our churches website and a hard copy is in church. 

 
The following churches will be live streaming. Please do point people to these if 
you're not able to stream worship yourself.  
 
Worcester Cathedral will be streaming their 8.30am service each morning on 

the Cathedral Facebook page. (From Sunday 22 March) 
 
All Saints in Worcester are streaming 11am morning prayer and 10pm 
Compline as well as a Sunday service at 10.30am on YouTube. 
 
Holy Trinity Church, Old Hill will be streaming their Sunday service at 
10.45am on You Tube. 
 
Malvern Link with Cowleigh parish will be streaming a 9.45am Eucharist and 
11.15am Contemporary Worship on Sundays on their  Facebook page.  
 
Christ Church, Lye will be streaming prayers and a sermon at 11am on 
Sunday morning on their Facebook page. 
 
East Vale and Avon benefice are putting together a series of online services 
which can be accessed through their website.  
 
Holy Trinity & St Matthew, Ronkswood, Worcester will be live streaming 
worship via Zoom on Sunday at 10am and 6pm. Details about how to join in 
are on the parish website. 
 
St Mary, Old Swinford, Stourbridge is live streaming services on Thursdays at 
10.30am  and Sunday at 10am. More details on the parish website 
 
St Peter, Cradley is live streaming daily morning prayer at 8.30am and 
Compline in the late afternoon through their Facebook page 
 
Hagley and Clent are offering Sunday worship at 10.30am via Zoom and all are 
welcome to join them. Contact the Rector, Richard Newton for more details.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/WorcesterCathedral/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrnhlS0gi_8Dg5WS_RX0dBQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3BrCAz-8KtH0KrqsiW8s2w
https://www.facebook.com/churchmlwc/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchLye/
https://eastvaleavon.com/online-services
https://www.holytrinityandstmatthewronkswood.co.uk/
http://www.stmaryschurcholdswinford.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersChurchCradley/
mailto:richardn.kathy@gmail.com


Morning Prayer from Worcester Cathedral 
 
Watch Morning Prayer from Worcester Cathedral. This is one way in which we 
are linking members of the Cathedral community as well as the wider public to 
the Cathedral's daily offering of praise and prayer. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/WorcesterCathedral/ 





Mental health 
 

The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help 
you in this time of uncertainty. You can access them at:  cofe.io/MentalHealth. 
 

The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which 
can be found at: https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus 
 

You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different 
organisations and charities. https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/
coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/ 
 

Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at 
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources# 

https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources

















