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Who’s Who: 
 

Priest:  Revd Michelle Ward (Shellie)      
The Vicarage, Church Street, Broadway. WR12 7AE 
Email: broadwaycofe@gmail.com     852352 
 

St. Michael and All Angels’ Church  
with St Eadburgha’s Church  

 
Churchwardens Kevin Beasley (also Treasurer & ALM))   858672 
  59 Morris Road, Broadway          kbkbeasley@googlemail.com 
 
  John Hayes (Also ALM)    852296 
  6 Buckland Close               jhayes159@btinternet.com 
 
Curate  Revd  Jo Williamson      853061 
                 revjowilliamson@gmail.com  
Deanery Synod  Joan Reading  (also Safeguarding)    858148 
 
PCC Secretary Sarah Beasley     email: sarahmay1604@googlemail.com  858672 
 
Deputy Church Warden Gill Hammond     858748 
 
Parochial Church Council  
   Stuart Bates     852321 
   Valerie Charlton (also Flowers for St Michael’s) 859476 
   Colin Harper (also Organist and Director of Music) 751290 
   Marilyn Walker     859343 
   Peter Grant     858268 
    
Electoral Roll   Elizabeth Chard     852723 
 
Friends of St Eadburgha’s  
   Phil Whatmough (Chair)    852120 
   Robin Baker (Treasurer)   852842 
 
Flowers St Eadburgha’s Margot Beaumont     859236 
 
Churches Together in Broadway    Dominique Hardiman  858821 
 

 

St. John the Baptist, Wickhamford   

 
Church Wardens  Ken Maden      830510 
     
  Pat Clinton (also Deanery Synod, Electoral Roll Officer & Flowers) 832112 
 
Treasurer Carole Collis      882018 
 

PCC Secretary  Jackie Knight      830464   
  
  
 



 

 

 

Other Useful Contacts 
 
Broadway 
 
Editor of the Grapevine Miss Cellaneous  grapevinebroadway@gmail.com 
 

Grapevine Distribution     John Hayes     852296 
 
Broadway Library:    open Mon 9.30-4.30, Wed & Fri 9.30-4.30 & Sat 9.30-1       01905 822722 
 
Lifford Hall (Bookings) Sue Southern—07874 242838, Linda Witts  01886 858654 
 
Parish Council (Clerk)  Kevin Beasley  broadway.parishcouncil@unicombox.co.uk 854813 
 
Royal British Legion  
 
Poppy organiser  Chrissie Grier   cliffchris@btinternet.com  858057 
 
Tourist Information Centre Sue Blofield    852937 
 
Youth Centre   Betty Phillips    853013 
 
Apple Vale Children’s Centre Tracey Lunn    859039 
 

Wickhamford 
 
Garden Club Secretary Barbara Bennett     831002 
 
Memorial Hall  Pam Locke     831073 
 
Organ & Keyboard Club Terry Waters     833067 
 
Women’s Institute Lyn Wellavize       830108  
 
NB It is a requirement of the Data protection Act 1998 that all contacts be asked to agree to the use of 
computers.  You should write to us if you do not want to allow us to put contact details on our 
computers for use in church records & or publications. 

        grapevinebroadway@gmail.com     

        www.stmichaelsbroadway.org           

        @broadwaycofe  

         www.facebook.com/stmichaelsteadburghas    

         www.facebook.com/wickhamfordchurch 

Deadline for the next Grapevine is:  

23rd August 2020 



 

 

Revd Michelle (Shellie) writes…  
 

I would like to start by thanking 
everyone who has helped the 
Broadway Support Group through 
this pandemic so far and those 
that continue to do so.  Also thank 
you to those who have used our 
group and also been patient with 
us as we collect your items. 
 
As a village we have pulled 
together for the good of our 
community and it has been awe 
inspiring … whether its donating time, remaining at home, offering food and 
delivery services or altering how you organise your business we have all in 
some way pulled together to get through this. 
 
For me as a Christian I see this as God’s love in action and where our 
church buildings may have been closed , I know through the emails and 
phone calls I have received some people disagreed with this and saw it as 
the church turning it’s back on people, it enabled us to be church in a 
different more practical and useful way during this time.  Church as I have 
tried to say isn’t about the building it’s about the people and how we respond 
to what is happening around us in society.  Church is about showing God’s 
love in action, word and deed so yes we have prayed in our homes on our 
own, or corporately in different ways through WhatsApp, Zoom, Facebook 
and what ever means we've been able to gather, but we’ve also become true 
neighbours to our community joining with others to help where it is needed 
so we can get through this crisis the best way possible. 
 
So where is church?  
 
As the picture shows 
it’s everywhere with 
the people in 
community—we 
haven’t been closed 
at all—just our 
buildings.  We 
adapted like others in 
community to be 
where we were 
needed.  So to those 
who feel we should 
have kept our doors 



 

 
open—were sorry they feel this 
way but I would ask them to look 
again at what church is? 
 
Having said this I am delighted that 
following our risk assessments we 
have been able to unlock 2 of our 
churches doors.   
 
St Michael’s Church, Broadway is 
open throughout August on  
Sunday’s and Wednesday’s 10am—12pmfor private prayer. 
 
St Eadburgha’s Church, Broadway is open throughout August on Tuesday’s 
and Friday’s 10am—12pm for private prayer. 
 
We hope in September to offer some gathered worship for those who with to 
meet in church (all of this is always subject to new covid-19 guidelines) 6th 
September 10.30am in St Michaels Church weekly Sunday Morning. 
 

We also hope to offer fortnightly Evening 
Prayer in St Eadburgha’s Church 
starting on 13th September, 27th 
September and 11th October.  
 
We will also continue to offer  Evening 
Prayer on Zoom  for those who still wish 
to worship and isolate at 6pm. 
 
To join Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/89563918565?pwd=SEdLbGdhMWFFR0xDNlI1OC9NTzNyQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 895 6391 8565 
Passcode: 591377 
 
I’d like to share with you some of the discussions noted from the Diocesan 
Synod recently held on Zoom as discussed at our PCC meeting in July from 
Jo’s notes of the meeting:  
 
Bishop John observed that a few weeks ago, a Diocesan Synod meeting on 
Zoom would have seemed impossible.  He prays that God will bring good out 
of the pandemic – a reinforcement of the truth of our inter-dependence; of 
our appreciation of nature; and of a move away from the ‘market society’, so 
that we know what something is worth, not just what it costs. 
 



 

 
The new chairman of the DBF (Diocesan Board of Finance) , the Rev. Andy 
Todd, presented the annual report and accounts, which were received by the 
Synod.  There was a deficit of £754,000 for 2019 (compared with £1.1m in 
2018).  He explained that £44m of the reserves is Glebe and can only be 
used for clergy stipends, thus reducing the call on Parish Share.  Most of the 
rest is ring-fenced – only £6.1m is unreserved and even some of that is ear-
marked (eg fixed assets such as Holland House).  Although the balance 
sheet shows total funds of £72.6m (an increase of £4m during the year) only 
£833,000 was available in cash at the year end.  Though this may seem a 
lot, the DBF has a monthly outlay of £725,000 of which £500,000 goes on 
stipends, wages, NI and pensions for clergy and staff. 
 
The Dioc. Secretary, John Preston, presented the current financial status, 
forecasts and action plan that Bishop’s Council is following, to address the 
present financial challenges.  He remarked that 40% of income in the 
average parish had dried up but in several rural parishes there was good 
progress in people moving to on-line giving.  He stressed that the diocese 
understood the plight of parishes and was there to help.   
 
Action Plan:   

• Maximise Parish Share – Mr Preston acknowledged the commitment of 
parishes to paying what they can 

• Implement a Diocesan Fund for one-off gifts for stipends – by June 1
st
 it 

had received gifts of £21,500 

• 23 staff on furlough from April 1
st
  

• Push through property sales – at June 27
th
, four houses are under offer 

• Reduce cash flow / expenditure – budget holders are doing what they 
can as fast as possible 

• Pause clergy appointments from outside current staff and probably speed 
up the reduction of stipendiary clergy numbers (previously planned to be 
15 posts by end of 2024). 

• Delay house purchases 

• Expand credit lines - £2m overdraft agreed at 5.5% over base; the 
national church has agreed support. 

• Monitoring and planning: review group (DBF chair, vice chair, Dioc. Sec. 
& Director of Finance) meet frequently; 

• PCC treasurers regularly briefed; Dioc. Restructuring Group looking at 
reduction of clergy numbers.  

 
Parish Share Review 
The Archdeacon of Dudley, chair of the Parish Share Review Group, 
presented a paper about setting 2021 Share requests.  She commented that 
‘principled pragmatism’ was the Group’s watchword and they will start using 
the language of ’cost-based ministry’ but no new parish share system is to 



 

 be proposed till the requests for 2022.    
 
Rev. Richard Clarke suggested clergy forego their 2% increase in stipend 
but Bp. John said the bishops had decided to accept their increase and Gift 
Aid it back.  There seemed to be general approval for detailed 
consideration of the proposals for a new Parish Share system to be 
deferred till face to face discussion can take place, and for each benefice to 
be provided with an explanation of how the amount requested relates to the 
cost of ministry received.  
 
Diocesan Restructuring 
Archdeacon Nikki Groarke presented a paper about the Diocesan 
Restructuring Group’s objectives: 

• to develop a new strategy by Sept. 2020, based on the Open 
Conversations ideas; 

• to enable leaders of churches with 50+ members to grow those 
churches,  

• while other churches will be re-designated, moved to occasional use or 
under voluntary leaders; 

• to reduce operational costs by £1m by 2025 – restructuring more 
quickly if finances dictate; 

• to ‘increase our agility as a diocese to enable us to respond flexibly as 
mission opportunities arise 

• and as finance permits’; 

• to develop ways to form a realistic transition plan and a Deanery 
simplification plan by the end of 2020. 

 
Different parishes will be affected in different ways by restructuring, and 
discussions about it will happen locally.  Reduction of the number of 
deaneries from 13 to 6 is being debated.  The national church has awarded 
the Diocese £463,000 in Capacity Grant to support the changes and 
Archdeacon Nikki has become Dioc. Leader for Transformation and 
Change, with Archdeacon Robert taking over some of her Archdeaconry 
responsibilities. 
 
Bishop Martin (of Dudley) will look at the strategy for ministry – recruitment, 
resourcing and support. 
Some appointments will be made (at no additional cost to Parish Share) to 
enable the changes in churches of all sizes. 
 
Diocesan Governance Review 
John Preston said that at the moment, there are 13 committees involved in 
governance, with 54 meetings annually,  
and several overlaps – resulting in over 2,000 people-hours in meetings.  



 

 
He aims to review and streamline the governance structure, with the 
help of present committee members, other dioceses and charities. 
 
I hope this helps to keep you up to date with where our diocese are at 
but also the struggle churches are having across the diocese and 
national church.  These conversations are happening everywhere and 
also  discussions of how we come out of lockdown and questioning 
everything we do.  We have to look not at what we want or wish wistfully 
to go back to but ask what is best for God’s mission in our community 
and for our church not just locally but as a whole.  We can bury our 
heads in the sand and not see that people who don’t come to church 
have related to our churches and what we have offered in ways we could 
never imagine.  It may not be our preference but if we stay with what 
we’ve done and what we want where will we and our church be in 10 
years time?   
 
If we answer honestly …. looking at those who come to our buildings, it 
could be quite disheartening. But if we look to what's happened since 
Covid-19 we should take heart for people of all ages have pulled 
together and also found prayer to be helpful—not in ways some would 
recognise but in many different ways and I take many positives from 
that.   
 
What do people here in Broadway want from their church?  
 
What does God want for us?   
 
These are the questions we need to ask and try to answer the best way 
we can, they’re being asked I’m sure in most parishes and Diocese at 
the moment. 
 
Please continue to stay safe  
 
Shellie 
 
 



 

 

Useful Information 
 
Sermon podcast:  
 
Our diocesan website: 
https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/ 
 
BBC H&W Thought for the Week at 7.40am  
(possibility of a Sunday service on the radio being looked into) 
 
BBC Radio 2  
- Sundays from 6am  - Reverend Kate Bottley and Jason Mohammad 
present uplifting stories about life, love and modern spirituality, alongside a 
great soundtrack for your Sunday morning. 
- Each weekday morning there is Pause for Thought—www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/p015nm0y/clips 
 
BBC Radio 4 
 - 8.10am Sunday worship 
 - 9.45 Daily Service 
- Thought for the day—https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00szxv6 



 

 

A letter from Archdeacon of Dudley 
 

Cultivating thankfulness 
 
As I write this piece for you, at the very end of May, life is still full of 
uncertainty, and I have no idea what the situation in our country, or in 
our churches, will be like by the time you read my words. The year to 
date has been one of unprecedented change – much that we now 
regard as ‘normal’ would have been unimaginable this time last year. 
We have adapted our life styles, followed the guidelines, practiced 
social distancing, closed our church buildings and endeavoured to stay 
alert to slow the spread of a global pandemic and save lives. 
 
I wonder what you have most missed during these months of 
lockdown. And I wonder how long we will consciously treasure those 
things when we eventually have them back in our lives.  Because we 
take so much for granted, until it’s suddenly not there, or not 
allowed.  For me, it’s been all about people – my family and 
friends.  Throughout April and May, there were many things we could 
only do with ‘members of our own household’.  I, along with over eight 
million other people in the UK, live alone, so until late May I couldn’t do 
anything with anyone! Apart from my virtual encounters (which fill most 
days – the wonders of technology have enabled meetings to go on, so 
the world hasn’t ground to a complete halt).  How I have missed being 
with my Mum and Dad, my wider family, sharing a meal and a hug.  
 
How I have craved a face-to-face chat with a friend. How I have longed 
to mingle with others over a coffee at then end of a church service, 
after having sung our hearts out in praise and shared communion and 
a sign of peace together. 
 
Some of those joys are gradually being restored now. I can see my 
mum in the garden, but not hug her. I can run with a friend and chat to 
my heart’s content, but running a marathon with thousands of others is 
off limits. Church buildings are likely to be closed for gathered worship 
for some time yet.  My spirits have been lifted wonderfully by these new 
freedoms, and I want to keep that sense of thankfulness and joy, never 
again taking such things for granted. 
 
In his letter to a small church in Colosse, Saint Paul urges his readers 
to ‘be thankful’, to ‘sing with gratitude’.  It’s easy to forget thankfulness 
when we take things for granted, the freedoms most of us have as able 



 

 

bodied people in a relatively affluent part of the world. When the 
freedom to leave our homes, walk the hills, get a haircut, worship 
together, hug our family gets wrenched from us, we are perhaps 
prompted to realise how little we appreciated all that was good.  I hope 
to have an attitude of gratitude long after this crisis is over. I want to be 
thankful for all the things I have missed, not just for the first few weeks I 
have them back, but forever. 
 
As we venture into whatever the new normal looks like, let’s cultivate 
thankfulness and grateful hearts, and never take our blessings for 
granted. 
 
 Nikki Groarke  



 

 A letter from the Broadway URC minister Richard Becher 
 

Names cause pain but silent statues invite question…!  
 

I had not understood for many years 
why a street name had to be changed 
as if there was a need to delete a 
memory from history. It was, after all, 
MY family name denied a place in 
history all because my grandfather had 
acquaintances who were corrupted by 
the power too absolutely corrupt! At 
least, he still stands as a statue in 
Berlin inviting a story to be told through 
questions asked: Who was he? Why? 
How? When?  
 
Johannes R. Becher, the grandfather I 
never met, but is in my DNA, wrote 
poems, books and songs that inspired 
hearts and minds to seek justice and 
freedom. He was a German who 

challenged the power of Hitler so was accused of high treason in literature. 
Words were the weapon of his crime for which he had to flee his beloved 
homeland.  
 
He identified himself as a communist before he recognised how the ideals had 
become corrupted into a fearful power. He believed in the ideal of “sharing 
everything we have to meet the needs of everyone in society.” That sounds a 
familiar vision from the heart of the bible!  
 
My grandfather could have changed his communist identity and betrayed his 
beliefs by wrapping himself in the swastika, but he thought he was giving his 
life for everyone to have a better future. Naive or misguided, self seeking or 
peace making, people make their judgements and the statue invites the 
questions that will never be asked if was not there.  
 
Before he died he renounced what communism had become, but still 
proclaimed a justice for everyone and the unity of people across the borders 
of east and west. He wrote about such unity in the words of the East German 
National anthem, but the government didn’t like his lyrics so only allowed the 
tune to be played. A vision silenced by the power that corrupts!  
 
Remove the statue and his story will disappear and with it many other stories 
that might be told through questions asked: Who? When? Why? Passing such 
a statue in the street or in a park invites the questions and starts the 



 

 conversation, but I can understand how walking down a street with a 
name can open old wounds from history and cause great pain.  
 
You have to speak the name when you ask directions. You have to write 
the name when you send a letter. You have to work with the name in 
office blocks built in remembrance of people and even live in it if a flat is 
in a tower block named after someone. The only question is the angry 
one of why must I live with this memory every day of my life?  
 
I don’t think my grandfather was bad enough to have his street name 
changed, but at least the statue still stands for people to ask the question 
if they choose: Who? Why? When? And the answers will invite stories to 
be told and a conversation about history that can build a better future for 
everyone.  

 
We can open the door of 
many cupboards and 
skeletons will come tumbling 
out, but everything must be 
considered in the context of 
the people we grow to become 
and the good we do.  
 
There can be more pain in the 
name of a street or an office 
block; the name of a park or a 
block of flats than in the statue 
of one person who invites 
questions about history. I 
wouldn’t want people to walk 
down a street in Berlin, or ask 
directions to it, and feel 
uncomfortable, but I do want 

people to share the stories that give us all a better understanding of 
history.   
 
In 1992 I visited Berlin for the first time and found a street name with 
a red line through it and about to be replaced. On another visit my 
daughter was able to ask questions about his history. 
 
 
God Bless 
 
Richard  



 

 

A letter from  Dean of Worcester Cathedral 

 

Let’s Clap the Unheroes Too 

 
We’ve clapped the healthworkers and the carers. We’ve applauded 
Captain Tom. Medals are being struck and honours will be awarded 
for those who have given exceptional service to the community during 
the pandemic.  Absolutely right. There are many heroes to be 
honoured. 
 
But I want to spare a clap for the unheroes too. The unheroes are 
those of us who haven’t managed to do anything exceptional during 
the pandemic. We haven’t risen to the occasion, or given conspicuous 
service to the community. Frankly we hated the lockdown. Perhaps 
we were ill, or shielding, or furloughed from work, or working from 
home, and we found it depressing.  We were confused by the 
disruption of our ordinary routines. We grumbled a lot.  We never 
quite discovered an answer to that terrifying future question, ‘And 
what did you do during the pandemic, grandad?’ We didn’t even tidy 
the attic.  
 
So why do we, the unheroes, deserve a small round of applause? 
Because we stuck it out. We hated every minute of it, but we kept to 
the rules, we stayed at home, and we didn’t put other people’s lives at 
risk.  We were part of an enormous global effort to contain the spread 
of coronavirus and prevent it from killing yet more people. To that 
extent, we did our bit. We too saved lives. That’s what we did during 
the pandemic. 
 
Peter Atkinson,  
Dean of Worcester 



 

 



 

 

Conversations about the future of our Church 
https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/about-us/open-conversations/  
 
Following the open conversations held around the Diocese at the start of the 
year, we are now planning a series of further opportunities to engage with the 
process as we look at how we can effectively resource a healthy and 
sustainable Church into the future.  
 
It will be a chance to hear more about the strategy for mission and ministry 
across the Diocese and think about how it might impact on your own church. 
Only by working together can we ensure that God's Kingdom continues to 
grow in Worcestershire and Dudley. 
 
These meetings will be held online using Zoom, but will follow a similar format 
to the previous open conversations, with opportunities for people to contribute 
in small groups. To sign up for one of the conversations, please contact the 
training team with your preferred date on training@cofe-
worcester.org.uk or 01905 732812, You will be sent the Zoom details ahead of 
the conversation.  
 
Conversations will take place on the following dates:  
 

• Tuesday 8 September: 3 to 5pm and from 6 to 8pm 

• Friday 18 September: 10am to 12 noon 

• Monday 21 September: 6 to 8pm 

• Tuesday 22 September: 6 to 8pm 

• Thursday 24 September: 6 pm to 8pm 

• Monday 28
 
September: 2 to 4pm and 6 to 8pm 

 
To sign up for one of the conversations, please contact the training team with 
your preferred date on training@cofe-worcester.org.uk or 01905 732812, You 
will be sent the Zoom details ahead of the conversation.  
 

https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/about-us/open-conversations/
javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(116,114,97,105,110,105,110,103,64,99,111,102,101,45,119,111,114,99,101,115,116,101,114,46,111,114,103,46,117,107))
javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(116,114,97,105,110,105,110,103,64,99,111,102,101,45,119,111,114,99,101,115,116,101,114,46,111,114,103,46,117,107))
tel:01905-732812
javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(116,114,97,105,110,105,110,103,64,99,111,102,101,45,119,111,114,99,101,115,116,101,114,46,111,114,103,46,117,107))
tel:01905-732812


 

 What if I don’t have access to Zoom – how can I get involved? 
 
Recognising that not everyone will be able to join a video call, we are 
providing two alternative ways to take part in the Open Conversation 
process: 
 

1) We are asking those attending to partner up with someone in their 
church without zoom access and share their experience, if possible, 
showing some of the video clips which will be available on this web 
page on their own tablet or phone, and giving a summary of the table 
time discussions in which they participated.  So please do ask around 
in your congregation and find someone who is willing to do this with 
you. 

2) Join one of two telephone conference calls, where a shortened 
version of the input will be communicated. These will be free to dial 
into, and accessible to anyone with a phone. More information 
will follow shortly on these 

 

Feedback from the open conversations Dec 19 - Feb 20 
 
Nine different sessions were held in different venues throughout the 
Diocese in December 2019 to February 2020. Thank you to everyone who 
came to the open conversations and filled out the feedback sheet.  
 
Read a summary of the feedback. If you'd like a hard copy, please do feel 
free to contact the diocesan office. 
 
Download the booklet given out at the open conversations. 

https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/content/pages/documents/1594125144.pdf
https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/content/pages/documents/1594125304.pdf


 

 
Changing our deaneries - a consultation 

https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/deanery-consultation.php  
 

Last week we launched a 
consultation on a proposal to 
reduce the number of deaneries 
from 13 down to six.  All are 
welcome to contribute to this 
consultation, which will run 
until Friday 4 December. 
 
Reducing the number of deaneries 
is an important step towards 
ensuring our diocese is fit for 
purpose going forward. Our current 
deaneries are very small and 
moving to larger groupings will 
offer more flexibility when 
considering where ministers are 
placed as well as provide a 
broader canvas for mission 
planning. It makes sense to carry 
out significant restructuring in one 
go rather than make a series of 
changes over time and also to 
align our structures more closely to 
civic ones – at the moment, the Metropolitan borough of Dudley is spread 
across three deaneries, and the City of Worcester is divided across two. 
 
It is proposed to move to six deaneries, with each having a mix of urban and 
rural and a town (or towns) working in partnership with their rural outlying 
areas.  
 

1. GREATER DUDLEY DEANERY uniting Dudley, Kingswinford & 
Stourbridge Deaneries. We examined establishing two smaller deaneries – 
Dudley North and Dudley South, but the natural dividing line ended up with 
too small a Dudley South.  

2. REDDITCH & BROMSGROVE DEANERY made up of the current 
Bromsgrove Deanery plus the Wychebrook benefice and the benefice of 
Elmley Lovett w Hampton Lovett & Elmbridge w Rushock and Hartlebury and 
Ombersley w Doverdale currently in Droitwich Deanery. 

3. KIDDERMINSTER & STOURPORT DEANERY uniting the current 
Kidderminster and Stourport deaneries. 

https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/deanery-consultation.php


 

 4. WORCESTER DEANERY uniting the Worcester East and Martley & 
Worcester West Deaneries, plus the Saltway Team Ministry from Droitwich 
Deanery. 

5. MALVERN & UPTON DEANERY uniting the Malvern and Upton 
deaneries. 
PERSHORE & EVESHAM DEANERY uniting the Pershore and Evesham 
deaneries plus the Bowbrook benefice from Droitwich Deanery.  
As a result of benefices being in different deaneries, the Bowbrook and 
Wychebrook group ministry will no longer exist.  The Deaneries of Greater 
Dudley and Redditch & Bromsgrove would form the Archdeaconry of 
Dudley, the other four will be the Archdeaconry of Worcester. 
 
The Church of England suggests that the size of a deanery synod should be 
between 50 and 150 members. Currently nine of our deaneries are too 
small, and the biggest deanery synod only has 59 members when full. By 
moving to six deaneries, synods would have between 70 and 135 members, 
helping to make them more effective. However, having larger deaneries 
doesn’t prevent smaller mission areas meeting together, including with 
ecumenical colleagues. Mission and ministry structures might look different 
in different deaneries.   For the largest deaneries, it might be that clergy 
preferred to meet in smaller chapters, and that a Sub-Dean could be 
appointed. Rural Deans will become Area Deans, as some parts of the 
diocese are not rural. We will also need to consider their workload, and 
whether some administrative support is needed. 
 
Moving to six deaneries in this way also largely unites existing deaneries to 
ease the change process, with only the current Droitwich deanery being 
pragmatically divided into different new deaneries. Going to a larger or 
smaller number would lead to more disruptive change.  All parishes will 
continue to have representation on deanery synod and larger deaneries 
would not be disadvantaged at Diocesan Synod as the number of places 
available to a deanery is linked to the size of that deanery (number of 
clergy, total of electoral rolls). 
 
The concept of simplification was raised at the Open Conversations, where 
it was broadly supported. This proposal has been shaped by discussion with 
the Rural Deans and Lay Chairs, and with the Diocesan Mission, Pastoral 
and Resources Committee. 
 
Read the full consultation document. 
 
To respond to this consultation, please email: john.preston@cofe-
worcester.org.uk.  

https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/content/pages/documents/1595936695.pdf
mailto:john.preston@cofe-worcester.org.uk
mailto:john.preston@cofe-worcester.org.uk


 

 



 

 Local Directory  
what is on offer / available from our local businesses during lockdown 

This information was accurate week beginning 26th April. 

Broadway Deli are offering to deliver 
anything they sell in the shop, fresh 
fruit and veg, flour, bread, cheese etc. 
they are delivering in Broadway and 
surrounding villages. 
 

Orders are placed over the phone 
01386 853040 or 07483 404497 
We are open now 7 days a week, 
Monday—Saturday 8am-5pm ad 
Sunday 9am –4pm, we are limiting the 
amount of people in the shop to 3 
though. 
 

We are also happy if people wish to 
collect an order, or do their shopping 
in the hour before they officially open if 
they are self isolating. 

Collins of Broadway Butchers 
01386 852061 Kennel Lane, Broadway 
 

We’d like to inform all of our customers that during these 
difficult time’s of the covid 19 pandemic that we are still open. 
 

 We will be fully stocked next week and also we will be having 
spring lamb shoulders of lamb on offer and hopefully fingers 
crossed English strawberries and new potatoes from 
Cornwall. 
 

Please be aware that we will be closing at 3pm until further notice, this is so we 
are able to deliver all of our customers orders in a prompt manor. We apologise 
for any inconvenience that this my cause but thank you for your understanding 
 

Just a quick reminder that the shop will be closed a week on Friday, that being 
the 8th of May due to it being the early May bank holiday 
 

We are only allowing 2 customers into the shop at a time, this is not only for our 
own safety but also the safety of our customers. If you do require anything at all 
please do contact us on 01386 852061 or message us on our Facebook page 
and we will endeavour to get back to you as soon as we possibly can. We thank 
you for you patience and understanding during these worrying times for us all. 



 

 **This weeks menu** 
please message any orders, payment taken by Bank transfer, 
Paypal or debit card 
Free delivery Broadway & surrounding villages Tuesday & Friday 
Free delivery to Evesham and surrounding villages On Friday or 
a small delivery charge of £2 if needed on a Tuesday, any 
questions please PM us  
Stay safe 
07519 081061—nikkikris@thecotswoldlarder.co.uk 

mailto:nikkikris@thecotswoldlarder.co.uk


 

 
A general product list to assist you when placing an 
order. For collection or delivery. 

Either call us on 01386 830546 or email us 
info@waysidefarmshop.com 



 

 

 
We want to reassure you that we have and always will maintain 

exceptional standards of cleanliness and hygiene throughout 

the restaurant and hotel. Our guests and staff remain our top 

priority and we have ensured that the entire team has been fully 

briefed with current guidelines. Our staff also fully understand 

all of the current and relevant information regarding self 

isolation and any extra precautions that must be taken.  

 

We are closely monitoring the situation across all three of our sites, and 

like a lot of businesses we are  

 

We have made some changes in our restaurant to give our guests more 

space between tables to give customers and members of staff peace of 

mind. We are also now introducing a takeaway menu which is available 

to view on our website and social media.  

 

We are of course taking advice from the government but for now 

WE ARE OPEN!  

 

We would like to take this 

opportunity to encourage everyone 

to stay safe, wash your hands, 

support the vulnerable people 

around you as well as small local 

businesses wherever possible.   



 

 The Coop (previously Budgens)  

Is open 8am—8pm Monday –Saturday and 10am—4pm 

Sundays  

The Coop is taking food orders between  

10am and 1pm Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 

on 01386 842870.  For those over 70 and/or self 

isolating call the Broadway Coronavirus Support Group and we will pick the 

order up once it’s ready and deliver to your door—07780002565. 

Nisa Local—01386 859218 

Bibsworth Avenue, Broadway 
 

Opening times—8am - 8pm  - Monday - Sunday 
 

Order for delivery—Phone between 8am - 1pm Monday - 
Friday same day delivery. 
 

Phone and no contact collect.—Monday - Sunday  
Phone between 8am - 3pm 

The Broadway Florist 

It’s that time of the week again! 
Thank you all again for your orders last 
week. I am so grateful for the support  
 
Once again, all bouquets and 
arrangements will be ‘florist’s choice’ 
orders need to by placed by 10pm on 
Tuesday evening, to be processed and 
delivered Thursday and Friday.  
 
Online orders only! 
Visit https://broadway-florist.com/shop/ 
We will deliver Thursday and Friday in 
Broadway and the surrounding areas. 
 
Thank you  
Shelley x 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbroadway-florist.com%2Fshop%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1vE-uBTyXz05qimJYvW_qAu86bu-hSbNcFeTdO70ROM2gaOipmhEOrv-A&h=AT3OiDZqvBTZB_mKPhDSTEbwN4ZYmU-LI3GMW_nhHmq2hKaRaEJcxy2JZlS_-2CeaCpdTt6mDp34NmBhwPrdQjZIkVabD1gjejQJqU5wqlp7


 

 
We are now open Friday and Saturday evenings for 
take away pizza!  
 

Offering a delivery service in Broadway, Willersey & 
Childswickham!  
 

We are now taking orders for delivery or collection 
between 5pm and 8pm.  
 

You can order anytime using our new online system or give us a call anytime 
after 3pm tomorrow on 01386306670 or 07399679258.  
 

https://number32broadway.co.uk/takeaway-and-delivery-menu/ 

https://number32broadway.co.uk/takeaway-and-delivery-menu/


 

 



 

 Sew U knit Crafts  

 

For all you crafters and existing customers. 

If you're needing haberdashery, wool, crocheting and knitting 
accessories, crossstitch, tapestry, craft kits, patterns and books. 

Please call the shop on 01386 853779 with any enquiries. Check out 
our website www.sewuknitcrafts.co.uk where there is a contact us 
form or email sewuknitcrafts@outlook.com. We are also on 
Facebook. 

Sew U knit Crafts are offering a FREE, safe  (mutually pre agreed) 
delivery service in Broadway or a full postal service to customers 
further afield.  
 
Take care and keep safe. 

http://www.sewuknitcrafts.co.uk
mailto:sewuknitcrafts@outlook.com


 

 ShopWright 
Box of Delights  

 
Greetings cards, gift wrap, gifts, toys, chocolates and 

jigsaws are available for free delivery locally. 
 

Telephone ShopWright on 853478,  
and leave your name and contact number on the answerphone. 

 
Chrissie will return your call and help you make your selection 



 

 Cotswold building supplies 

01386 852552 

shop@cotswoldbuildingsupplies.co.uk 

http://www.cotswoldbuildingsupplies.co.uk/ 

Week commencing 27th April 2020 we will be taking telephone calls between 
9am & 4pm Monday to Friday.  
 
We are continuing to do deliveries and there are call and collect slots available 
Monday to Friday too.  
 
There is a limited amount each day so social distancing can be maintained. 
Please do not come to the premises without a booking as we will be unable to 
serve you.  
 
We are still operating with a skeleton staff so delays will be inevitable at times. 
For the foreseeable future we will be closed on Saturdays and Sundays. 

It's subject to change as the rules may change. 

mailto:shop@cotswoldbuildingsupplies.co.uk
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cotswoldbuildingsupplies.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3aOKPne9rYE5Con6TLVQZSgF8GHFomcbiBXVLBQQ3cegP4FrRFcYZhU_4&h=AT2uraEB5r40DRKQeWPuyj6_0l2ZgMQ3EwzZa4NrcSdvLkWBpoK8JnIfnZZzIXP7oSFrYdMhw-6yXSFiQVfpAA84hi00IyUdgkHMFq


 

 THE MAN CAVE BROADWAY are offering FREE DELIVERY 
on EVERYTHING for EVERYONE!  

Looking for a cool unusual birthday gift or simply a little 
something to cheer someone up?  

Checkout the website at www.themancavebroadway.co.uk 
and enter code FREEDEL at checkout for free safe, social 
distancing delivery.  

Or call Julian on 07977006605 and he’ll be more than happy to help! 

http://www.themancavebroadway.co.uk


 

 
 Station Garage Petrol Station  

Just to help keep you all informed Station Garage Petrol Station will remain 
open but with new reduced hours as of today and they are; Monday to Fri-
day 8am to 5pm 

Saturday 8am to 4pm 

Sunday 8am to 2pm 

We are doing our best to support key workers including NHS, care 
workers and the farming community by staying open but ask all our 
customers to please be mindful of the 2 meter rule when in the shop. 

Stay safe x 



 

 

You Can Now Bring Guests To The Club 
 
 
Firstly, we would like to say a big thank you and welcome to all the 
new members from the village.   
  
We are extremely happy with all our social distancing measures and 
how well they are working, we are very pleased to say that we have 
received lots of positive feedback about the systems we have put in 
place. 
  
Due to this, we now feel ready to open our doors fully, to both new 
members from outside the village as well as guests being welcome 
again. 
  
We are also taking cash in addition to the card system, and there is a 
10p discount if you pay cash. 
  
We are open from 3:30pm until 9pm today, 11:30am until 5pm tomor-
row and then from 5pm every day next week.  
 
Kind Regards, 
Alison 
On behalf of  



 

 

Apple Tree Bed and Breakfast 
 
 
Apple Tree Bed and Breakfast is located on Station Road, Broadway. 
We've achieved "We're Good to Go" certification, the Industry Standard 
mark which means we have followed government and industry COVID-
19 guidelines, have a Risk Assessment in place and a process to maintain 
cleanliness and aid social distancing. We re-opened on 5th July and are 
welcoming guests back to Broadway. If you have family or friends who 
haven't been able to visit you, please feel free to give us a call on 01386 
853681. 
 
We have 8 comfortable rooms: double, king size, twin, single and family 
(no under 14s) with private car parking and free WiFi.  
 
Our website is at www.appletreebroadway.co.uk for more information, 
together with our Covid-19 Procedures and online booking. Best prices 
are direct. 

http://www.appletreebroadway.co.uk


 

 

Bursaries available for local students studying arts 

worth £500 - £1000+ 

 

Applications for the annual student arts bursaries offered by Broadway 
Arts Festival Trust are now open for 2020, supporting local students 

seeking careers in the arts. Funding for the grants in 2020 has 
increased by 1/3rd, in line with their charitable objectives. 

 

Each year, arts grants are made to local students age 18 or over on 
September 1st, starting or already in full time education in the arts. 
These bursaries apply to students studying Fine Art, Applied Arts, 
Music or the Performing Arts. The grants are awarded in order to help 
students with course expenses and travel for their field of study. 
Priority will be given to applicants who currently reside in the parish of 
Broadway or WR12 postcode, but applications will also be considered 
from neighbouring areas. 

 

Eight grants were awarded to students at the end of 2019 on a wide 
range of courses including Music, Architecture, Stage & Screen 
Performance, Art & Design, Music, Film Production and Drama.  

 

Visit www.broadwayartsfestival.com/grants for more information and to 
print the application form. Applications (via paper/post) need to arrive 
before 5pm on Monday October 12th 2020. 

http://www.broadwayartsfestival.com/grants


 

 



 

 August Crossword 
Crossword Clues  
 

Across 
1 and 3 Two of the disciples 
who witnessed the 
transfiguration of Jesus (Luke 
9:28) (4,3,5) 
3 See 1 Across  
8 ‘Let us draw — to 
God with a sincere heart in 
full assurance of 
faith’ (Hebrews 10:22) (4)  
9 O Simon is (anag.) (8)  
11 Form of government 
under the direct rule of God 
or his agents (10)  
14 How Jesus found his 
disciples when he returned to 
them after praying in 
Gethsemane (Luke 22:45) (6)  
15 In The Pilgrim’s Progress, the 
name of the meadow into which 
Christian strayed, which led to 
Doubting Castle (2-4)  
17 Glad sin rat (anag.) (10) 
20 Spinal column (Leviticus 3:9) 
(8)  
21 Valley of the Balsam Tree with 
a reputation of being a waterless place 
(Psalm 84:6) (4)  
22 ‘The oracle of Balaam son of 
Beor, the oracle of one — — sees 
clearly’ (Numbers 24:3) (5,3)  
23 Adam and Eve’s third son 
(Genesis 4:25) (4) 
 
Down 
1 David’s great friend (1 Samuel 
20:17) (8)  
2 ‘The Lord... will bring me safely 
to his — kingdom’ (2 Timothy 4:18) (8)  
4 ‘I, Daniel, mourned for three 
weeks. I ate no choice food; — — or 
wine touched my lips’ (Daniel 10:3) 
(2,4)  
5 Seeking to vindicate (Job 32:2) 

(10)  
6 Female servant (Isaiah 24:2) 
(4)  
7 ‘For Christ died for — once for 
all’ (1 Peter 3:18) (4)  
10 ‘Offering spiritual sacrifices — 
to God through Jesus Christ’ (1 Peter 
2:5) (10)  
12 Jesus said that some people 
had renounced this ‘because of the 
kingdom of heaven’ (Matthew 19:12) 
(8)  
13 One of the three men thrown 
into the furnace for refusing to worship 
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image 
(Daniel 3:20) (8)  
16 ‘You have — of good things laid 
up for many years. Take life easy; eat, 
drink and be merry’ (Luke 12:19) (6)  
18 ‘There before me was a white 
horse! Its rider held — — , and he was 
given a crown’ (Revelation 6:2) (1,3)  

19 Equipment to Charity Hospitals 
Overseas (1,1,1,1) 
 



 

 God in the Arts 
by the Revd Michael Burgess. 
 

The Transfiguration – beholding the Glory  
 

TQ – Tingle Quotient – is the name given to 
those things that can produce a tingle down 
the spine or a frisson of excitement. It could 
be a piece of music or the sight of an 
evening sunset at sea.  We look, we hear, 
and our sense of wonder as something 
sublime unfolds before us produces delight 
and awe. We see a hint of glory that can 
even lead us to worship. 
 

I think the monk who lived in cell no 6 at the 
Dominican convent of San Marco in Florence 
must have felt that when he entered his 
room and saw for the first time the fresco of 
the Transfiguration that Fra Angelico had 
painted. I am sure the sight would have 
stopped him in his tracks, just as Peter, 
James and John were stopped in their tracks 
as they beheld their Lord transfigured before 
them on the mount. 
 

From 1436 Fra Angelico painted a whole 
series of frescoes for the convent from the 
High Altar to the Chapter House to the cells of the monks. Here in cell no 6 there is a 
restrained simplicity and directness about the Transfiguration. One of the three 
disciples looks out towards us, while the other two are caught up in wonder and awe 
as they look on Jesus with the faces of Moses and Elijah on either side. 
 

Here Fra Angelico is not seeking to impress a wealthy patron: he is providing a focus 
for devotion and prayer for the monks of his community. The scene speaks to us of 
that sense of awe and reverence. 
 

On August 6 we celebrate the feast of the Transfiguration. The Gospel accounts 
relate that special moment of revelation to the inner group of disciples. The glory 
shown to them evoked a sense of wonder and marvel, but also a sense of loss. For 
the glory proved elusive and just out of human reach. The moment of revelation 
passed, and the disciples had to go down the mount again to meet the crying needs 
of the world, all but forgotten when they were with their Lord on the mountain top. 
 

The monk in his cell would ponder the glory of Fra Angelico’s fresco, knowing that he 
would be called from his cell to take up his monastic duties. But the painting would go 
with him to sustain and nurture his life. It is the same with us: we have moments of 
glory. But they pass, and we must return to our daily lives. As we look on this month’s 
painting, we sense that glory and wonder which can sustain us through life. As 
Thomas Jones says in his poem on this episode: 
 

Like a pearl we hold                                                                           
Close to our hearts 
what we have heard and seen. 



 

 God in the Sciences 
by Dr. Ruth Bancewicz 
 

Parable: The Strength of a Seed  
 
At this time of year we enjoy the fruits of our gardens, fields and 
hedgerows: vegetables ripen, crops are harvested, and berries begin to 
show bright among the leaves. Much of this growth started with a few 
seeds in spring: the miracle of life coming from small dead-looking 
things. There is a league table of long-lived seeds. The winners so far 
are from the narrow-leafed campion, buried by squirrels in the Siberian 
permafrost over 30,000 years ago. When those seeds finally germinated, 
they became healthy plants that flowered and produced seeds of their 
own. 
 
The Bible contains many links between seeds and spiritual growth, and 
the parable of the sower is the most famous (in Matthew 13). A person 
may hear or experience something of God which has the potential to 
germinate into a life of following Him, resulting in the fruit of others 
coming to know God too. But things can happen that snatch that seed 
away, killing it before it has finished germinating, or choking its growth. 
 
What about the knowledge of God that gets trampled, churned too deep 
in the mire of life to receive the warmth and light it needs to develop into 
faith? Buried seeds don’t always die, but they can lie dormant, remaining 
alive but inactive until the earth is turned over. The possibility of that 
moment of connecting with something divine, scrap of knowledge, or 
snatch of conversation resulting in a changed life may seem 
infinitesimally small, but it’s not zero. The seed may be incredibly tough, 
just waiting for a chance to grow. 
 
The Gospel narrative plays on the fact that it took a long time for the 
disciples to understand the full implications of Jesus’ teaching: a 
germination process that took many of them three or more years. They 
could have been discouraged, but Jesus was not. I don’t think it’s too 
much of stretch to draw out of the parable of the sower to include the 
observation that it can take a long time, sometimes decades, for people 
to work their way through the various barriers, sticking points, and 
phases of forgetfulness that may keep them from following through on 
their spiritual experience. When we finally receive – or are open to – the 
encouragement, challenge, or experience that helps our faith in Christ 
grow, we can experience the rich fruit of a transformed life. 
 
 



 

 Symbols in our churches 

 
Reflected Faith:  a Prayer Notebook  
 
The Rev Dr Jo White begins a new series on symbols in our churches.   
This will run for the rest of 2020. 
 
I recall when I was 14 years old going to stay on my own with my French 
cousins in the South of France, for three weeks during the summer 
holidays.  It was a brilliant time which I thoroughly enjoyed.  There was a 
sense of ‘freedom’ being away from close family and the ability to ride a 
‘moped’ legally into the town and surrounding area!  I wished it could have 
lasted much longer. 
 
However, as the homeward flight crossed over the last of the English Channel 
and British land came into sight, I found myself unexpectedly crying. 
I suspect that when the time comes for us to return to collective worship in our 
buildings that will happen for many of us. 
 
It’s not that we can put a finger on one specific aspect or another of our 
gatherings or buildings that we so sorely miss – but rather it’s all those parts 
making up the whole. 
 
One thing that helps me at the moment, is having a Prayer Notebook handy. 
It sounds very grand and holy, but it is just jottings of issues, places and 
people who are in the news or who have asked for prayer. At the back I make 
a jotting of phrases or parts of a reading or prayer that resonated with me at 
that moment. 
 
It helps me to be, as well as feel, a part of the body of church as I take my 
place in praying and it also encourages me to look out for the ways that Christ 
feeds me during these strangest of times. 
 
This month:  Find an unused notebook or fold a few pages together to make 
one.  Cut the edges of the pages like an address book and mark each with: 
places, people in need, family, friends, issues, celebrations, words, 
etc.  Whatever works for you – as large or as little as you like. 
 
Make a note of news items, things people say in your conversations, 
comments on what you read and so on. You don’t have to read or write in it 
every day, just when you notice something that ‘grips’ you. Allow God’s Holy 
Spirit to bring you His peace through the process and enable you to pass that 
on to others. 
 
 



 

 

HYMN:  The story behind … JUST AS I AM  
 

The hymn ‘Just As I Am’ must be one of the most famous in the world. 
It has been sung by tens of millions of Christians at Billy Graham 
Crusades the world over, just for starters! Yet it was not written by a 
professional who was ‘aiming’ at a specific market, as many songs 
seem to be written today. Instead, it was written by an artist in Victorian 
times. 
 

Her name was Charlotte Elliott, and she was born in Clapham in 1789. 
She grew up in a well to do home, and became a portrait artist and 
also a writer of humorous verse. All was well until Charlotte fell ill in her 
early 30s, and slid into a black depression. A minister, Dr Caesar 
Malan of Switzerland, came to visit her. Instead of sympathising, he 
asked her an unexpected question: did she have peace with God? 
Charlotte deeply resented the question and told him to mind his own 
business. 
 

But after he left, his question haunted her. Did she have peace with 
God?  She knew that she did not, that she had done some very wrong 
things. So, she invited Dr Malan to return. She told him that she would 
like to become a Christian, but would have to sort out her life first. 
Dr Malan again said the unexpected: “Come just as you are.” The 
words were a revelation to Charlotte. She had assumed that she would 
have to put her life in order before she could hope to be accepted by 
God. Instead, she realised that Jesus wanted her just as she was – 
and He would take care of the sin. Charlotte became a Christian that 
day. 
 

14 years later, in 1836, Charlotte wrote some verses that summed up 
how it had been between her and Jesus that day.  They ran: 
 

 Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bids’t me come to Thee 
O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 

  

Just as I am, tho tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt 
Fightings within, and fears without, 
O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 

  

Charlotte could not have dreamed that 150 years into the future, her 
verses would be sung by millions of people all over the world, as they 
responded to the Gospel presented at many great Billy Graham 
crusades, and made their way forward to do just as the hymn 
describes – to come to Jesus Christ, despite sin and fear and doubts, 
to come ‘just as I am.’ 



 

 

Pandemic ‘transforms the Church into Netflix’ 
 
by the Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, 
Herts, and a former communications director for the CofE. 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic has “propelled the Church into the 
contemporary world,” says a new report from CPAS, an Anglican 
evangelical mission agency working with UK and Irish churches. 
 
‘Everyone Welcome Online’ looks at the lockdown’s impact on 
churches and concludes, “Last month we were the Odeon, today we 
are Netflix. 
 
“In the 1950s, the Odeon was okay, but then along came consumer 
choice, individualism and crowded complex lifestyles. Then came TV 
film channels, and now Netflix, Prime and others, where you can watch 
whatever you want, whenever you want, wherever you are on whatever 
you’ve got.” 
 
The authors, Bob Jackson and George Fisher, say “The Government 
has shut our ‘Odeons’ down, so in response we have stumbled into 
‘Homespun Netflix’ and it’s looking promising. 
 
“Most churches going online have discovered that far more people are 
accessing their services than ever came to the building. What seemed 
initially to be a devastating blow to churches may actually generate 
growth.” 
 
Bishop of Sheffield Pete Wilcox described the 26-page report as “An 
astonishingly thorough and perceptive overview of online church.” 
 
The authors, who devised the popular ‘Everybody Welcome’ course 
published by Church House Publishing, include feedback from 
churches experiencing increased numbers of people logging in for 
online services, both live and recorded. 
 
One church reported “We’ve had a huge number of hits, many more 
than the number of people in church on a Sunday, connecting with 
people who would not come to a regular service.” 
 
The report analyses who is responding and detects groups ranging 
from friends and family of church members, to the housebound with 



 

 

links to the church, people linked by christenings, weddings or 
funerals, people who have moved away, occasional churchgoers and 
people who have found the church through a denominational or 
diocesan link. 
 
The authors encourage churches to make contact with people who 
are ‘dropping in’ to the services, suggesting “Contact as many people 
as you can to say hello and how nice it was to see them connect with 
the church, and ask how they are and how the church can help them.” 
 
People are finding it easier to access church online because they can 
join in the services without feeling concerned about ‘doing the wrong 
thing’ – like standing or sitting at the ‘wrong’ time – they don’t have to 
enter a strange building and meet new people and  they can access 
the services at a time that suits them. 
 
One church reported: “One previously non-churchgoer said that online 
she felt comfortable, fully part of the service and so more welcomed 
than if she had been in the building unsure of how to behave.” 
 
The report’s authors are keen to hear from churches about their 
experiences during lockdown and ask people to contact them 
at allarewelcome2020@gmail.com 
 
The ‘Everyone Welcome Online’ 
report can be accessed free 
at: https://www.cpas.org.uk/
church-resources/understanding
-christian-leadership/everyone-
welcome-online/everybody-
welcome-online/#.Xs-
E7UBFxPY 

mailto:allarewelcome2020@gmail.com
https://www.cpas.org.uk/church-resources/understanding-christian-leadership/everyone-welcome-online/everybody-welcome-online/#.Xs-E7UBFxPY
https://www.cpas.org.uk/church-resources/understanding-christian-leadership/everyone-welcome-online/everybody-welcome-online/#.Xs-E7UBFxPY
https://www.cpas.org.uk/church-resources/understanding-christian-leadership/everyone-welcome-online/everybody-welcome-online/#.Xs-E7UBFxPY
https://www.cpas.org.uk/church-resources/understanding-christian-leadership/everyone-welcome-online/everybody-welcome-online/#.Xs-E7UBFxPY
https://www.cpas.org.uk/church-resources/understanding-christian-leadership/everyone-welcome-online/everybody-welcome-online/#.Xs-E7UBFxPY
https://www.cpas.org.uk/church-resources/understanding-christian-leadership/everyone-welcome-online/everybody-welcome-online/#.Xs-E7UBFxPY


 

 

 Think about making a will and planning your funeral 
 
David Pickup, a solicitor, considers funerals during coronavirus 
 
On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
for four days. Now Bethany was less than two miles from 
Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort 
them in the loss of their brother.  John 11 17-19 
 
We have been living in strange times throughout the lockdown. Many 
of the life event services in church have been postponed or have gone 
ahead in a very different way. Funerals have had severe limitations on 
the numbers who could attend. 
 
Many people have been thinking about the meaning of life and have 
made wills during the coronavirus crisis. We should all make a will to 
avoid the disappointment and worry for our loved ones if we do not. 
Only today I had to advise some grown ‘children’ that their father’s 
estate would all go to the estranged wife because they were still 
married at the time of death. Probably not what the father had wanted! 
 
Sometimes I get asked about the funeral arrangements; or rather, told 
that so-and-so should not be allowed to attend. Sometimes families do 
fall out, but can you stop someone coming to a funeral when it is really 
a public event? 
 
Funerals are usually arranged by executors and they can keep the 
ceremony as quiet as possible by not announcing it in advance. 
Church services are public, and it is difficult to stop people attending. 
Many cemeteries are public places and again anyone can visit them. 
Crematoria are not usually public and there it is easier to control who 
is invited and who is not. 
 
If you are worried about what will happen at your funeral, perhaps now 
is the time to think about putting things right. You could do a letter of 
wishes to go with your will to say that you hope that people reconcile 
and let bygones be bygones. 
 
As always this is a light-hearted comment on a complex subject. 
Always get proper professional advice. 



 

 

Help to support our church by 
shopping through Easyfundraising.org 
when you buy online: 
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/stjohnthebaptistwickhamford 

We have a Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/
wickhamfordchurch 
Please find us and like our page. 

 THE WAY I SEE IT:   

What have you missed most during lockdown? 
 
Canon David Winter is feeling very solitary just now… 
 
It’s a good question, because it is about the things that make us tick. 
When I examined my list, I found obvious things – going to church, 
live sport on TV, meeting up with friends for a coffee or a beer. 
 
But as I thought more deeply about it, I realised that what I missed 
most was TOUCH. For nearly four months I have not touched another 
human being! 
 
That is an astonishing deprivation. When a baby is born, its first 
experiences are all of touch. The strong hands of the midwife, 
mother’s excited and loving embrace, tiny hands reaching out to feel 
mummy’s face.  We touch our way into life. 
 
And then it goes on. Holding hands with friends, being hugged by 
grandma, your first serious kiss, and perhaps a last tearful one at the 
end of a much-loved life. 
 
We greet each other with a holy kiss, the Bible says. And why not? 
Sight, smell, hearing and touch. Four senses. And I think lockdown 
has taught me that the greatest of these is touch! 



 

 St. James the Least of All  
 

Happily, the Church of England still retains some 
singular parish clergy. Take the parish of St James-the-
Least in the county of C- for example. Here the elderly 
Anglo-Catholic vicar, Eustace, continues his 
correspondence to Darren, his nephew, a low-church 
curate recently ordained… 
 

On the perils of leaving the pulpit  
 
The Rectory 
St. James the Least of All 
 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 
When the churches reopen for public worship (whenever that is!) I hope you 
will come and take Evensong one Sunday. But, thinking of your visit last 
August, I would prefer you used the pulpit when preaching. How could 
Colonel Brockle complete ‘The Times’ crossword and Miss Balmer her knitting 
with you constantly walking up and down in front of them? They found it most 
disconcerting, as out of politeness, they were obliged to listen to you. It was a 
unique experience they do not wish to repeat. 
 
Those few who defy Anglican tradition and sit at the front of the church were 
also placed in the dilemma of trying to decide whether they should keep 
turning in their pews as you paraded down the nave and then rotating back to 
the front as you re-emerged up the side aisle. It did Lady Plumptree’s vertigo 
no good at all. It also allowed people to see that you were wearing suede 
shoes. For many of our worshippers, the most appalling of heresies are as 
nothing when compared to brown shoes under a cassock. 
 
I appreciate you made heroic efforts and got your sermon down to 30 
minutes, but that is still 20 minutes longer than they anticipated and 29 
minutes longer than their attention span. 
 
No, use the pulpit in future; that is the reason why stonemasons 600 years 
ago put twenty tons of marble in our church in the first place and it would be a 
shame to disappoint them. It also means that from a distance of 100 yards 
and a height of 20 feet, no one can tell that the glass of water I use liberally 
while preaching is in fact a gin and tonic. 
 
I concede that our pulpit has its dangers. I have known several bishops come 
to grief as their robes wrap themselves around the newel post as they ascend 
the steps. One, unable to untangle himself, was obliged to preach while half-
way up the steps and with his back to the congregation, while our verger was 
dispatched to find a pair of scissors. 



 

 

 Visit the C of E online page 
 
There is now a range of digital resources for to you connect with God at this 
difficult time.  These include: 
 
Time to Pray app (https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-to-pray) which is 
free and has an accompanying daily audio offering on SoundCloud and iTunes. 
 
Mental health reflections (https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-
health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health) 
 
Tips to tackle isolation (https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-
health-resources/dealing-loneliness-and-isolation-five-top-tips) 
 
Finally, there are the Church’s smart speaker apps, which provide a range of 
Christian resources.  https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/our-smart-
speaker-apps  In March alone, the number of people using the Alexa app rose 
by more than 70 per cent. 
 
More details at:  https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-
online 

Perhaps, before your next visit, we may install a mechanical floor in the pulpit, 
so that after 10 minutes, it slowly lowers you into the crypt while the 
congregation can get on with singing the last hymn before getting home in 
decent time. 
 
Your loving uncle,  
Eustace 

https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-to-pray
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/dealing-loneliness-and-isolation-five-top-tips
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/dealing-loneliness-and-isolation-five-top-tips
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/our-smart-speaker-apps
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/our-smart-speaker-apps
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online


 

 



 

 



 

 

BROADWAY & 
TOWERVIEW 

PLAYSCHOOLS 
 

Serving Broadway and the 

surrounding villages.  

Providing a safe, happy, 

educational environment with a 

highly  trained  staff team. 

( Ratios 1:4 and 1:6). 

 

consistent Outstanding OFSTED 

grade 

Nursery Education grant  funded 

places 

 

All children 2yrs–5yrs  

WELCOME 

 

TOWERVIEW Playschool based 

within Apple Vale Children’s 

Centre.(3-4yrs) 

 

         OPEN EVERY WEEKDAY 

DURING TERM TIME :  

9am-3pm 

 

BROADWAY Playschool  URC 

hall. 

(for 2-3 year olds -  

Mon &Weds 9-12pm) 

 

CONTACT   

Jude Simms   853780  

 



 

 

M S Locksmith 
Need a Locksmith? - Locked out? 

Moved home? Lost Keys? 
Replacement locks fitted 

Local Friendly Reliable Service 
 

Contact Michael Sharp 
Phone: 01386 832125  

Mob: 07837457976 

31 Horsebridge Ave, Badsey, Evesham, WR11 

7XD 

 

Stephanie’s 

HAIR SALON 
 

01386 643602 

07767 620823 

 

An experienced stylist with a personal 

touch 

 

1 Drysdale Court, Drysdale Close,  



 

 



 

 



 

 

Bathroom 
Beauty 

 

Complete Bathroom 
Refurbishments 

 

Superb Bathrooms 
Designed to suit you 

 

Family run business 
Established 25 years 

 

For a free quote call George Beattie on 

Mob: 07740 122563 
Office: 01386 871208 

GARDEN  

MAINTENANCE 
 

Mowing: Hedge Cutting 

Tree Pruning: Turfing etc. 

No job too small—References available 
GARDEN CLEARANCE SERVICE 

 

For a free quote please call TONY 

Tel: 854797 

Mob: 07752613814 
 

EVERGREEN GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

Quality Meats & Game 
 

Open 8.00am 
Monday—Saturday 

 
Home Delivery Service 

Ample Free Parking 
 

Kennel Lane 
Broadway 

Worcs 
 

Tel: 01386 852061 
 

Proprietor Stuart Dunbar 



 

 

 

See this space —  
it could be your advert! 

 

If you wish to advertise in the 
Grapevine  

please contact:  
 

Jo / Shellie 
grapevinebroadway@gmail.com 



 

 



 

 

ONE STOP SHOP  

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS. 
 

From Underground to Roofing Materials, including  

pipe work, aggregates, blocks, plaster & plasterboard,  

electrical and plumbing. 
 

Other services include paint mixing and key cutting. 

 
 

14 Leamington Road, Broadway, WR12 7DZ                

Tel: 01386 852552 

Email: sales@cotswoldbuildingsupplies.co.uk  

Website: www.cotswoldbs.co.uk 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
August 
Crossword 
Answers 
 

ACROSS: 1, 
John. 3, And 
James. 8, 
Near. 9, 
Omission. 11, 
Theocratic. 14, 
Asleep. 15, By-
path. 17, 

Stalingrad. 20, 
Backbone. 21, 
Baca. 22, 
Whose eye. 
23, Seth.  

 

DOWN: 1, 
Jonathan. 2, 
Heavenly. 4, 
No meat. 5, 
Justifying. 6, 

Maid. 7, Sins. 
10, 
Acceptable. 
12, Marriage. 
13, Shadrach. 
16, Plenty. 18, 
A bow. 19, 
ECHO. 

 

Future Dates for your 

diary ….. 
 
Until we can gather together 
safely there are unfortunately 
no further dates for the diary. 

Registers 

Baptisms 

 

 

Weddings 

 

Fred and Victoria  

 

 

Funerals  

John Skinner 

Nigel Simms 

Raymond Wright 

Irene  Taylor 

Stella Knight 

 



 

 From the Editor 
“For more than 30 years, The Grapevine magazine has been 
delivered to homes in Broadway and Wickhamford.  

Whether you want to be informed about the goings on in the 
Anglican churches, inspired by the locals, read thought-
provoking articles, get stuck in to the crossword / puzzles 

page, get gardening tips or have a go at the recipe, we have 
you covered.  

The local church needs your help so we can be here for you when you need us—please 
choose the magazine as a way of supporting your local church. Therefore if you're 
passionate about your local church and want to support it this is the magazine for you.   

Enjoy.” 

Miss cellaneous  

If you wish to contribute to the magazine editorial the deadline is the 10th of the 
previous month—email the editor: grapevinebroadway@gmail.com 

Subscription 
To purchase the magazine for the year costs £10.00 for 10 editions (July and August, 
December and January being double editions).   
The distribution coordinator is John Hayes:  

email: jhayes159@btinternet.com  or phone 01386 852296. 
 

Name:…………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Address………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Phone Number:………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Email address:……………………………………………………………………….. 
 

By signing this form you are confirming that you are consenting to the PCC of St St Michael’s 
with St Eadburgha’s PCC, Broadway and St John’s PCC, Wickhamford, holding and processing 
your personal data for the following purposes (please tick the boxes where you grant consent):- 
 

I consent to the church contacting me by  post    phone or email. 
To keep me informed about news, events, activities and services at St 

Michael's,  
St Eadburgha’s and St John’s Churches. 
(please note you can unsubscribe at any time); 
 

Cheques made payable to Broadway PCC and can be posted with this slip if you are a new 
subscriber  to John Hayes c/o The Vicarage, Church Street, Broadway, WR12 7AE or 

please give to your usual  magazine deliverer. 

mailto:john853920@gmail.com


 

 

Deadline 

for the next Grapevine 
is:  

23rd August 
2020 

Ways to stay in touch 
 

Parish Office: 01386 852352 
Church WhatsApp Group 
  

Email: broadwaycofe@gmail.com 
 

Web: stmichaelsbroadway.org   
 

Broadway Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/
stmichaelsteadburghas   
 

Broadway Twitter:  
@broadwaycofe 
 

Wickhamford Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/wickhamfordchurch 
 

Wickhamford Twitter: 
@WickhamfordCofE 
 

Broadway Coronavirus Support Network: 
https://www.facebook.com/
broadwaycoronasupportnetwork 
Contact: 
Tel: Revd Michelle (Shellie) Ward - 
07780002565. 
E-mail: broadwayvillagenetwork@gmail.com 

 


