
Curateõs Musingsñé.Simonõs this timeé.. 
 
A while ago Shellie asked us to write about favourite óSongs of Praiseô.   
Earlier today I found my unfinished offering.  During this Covid 19 pandemic 
it seems really relevant.  Read on and youôll find out why! 
 
I was born and had my early life in England but when I was 8 we moved to 
Kenya because my fatherôs job had taken us there as a family. In England, I 
had already started Prep school and I left good friends here. Worse was that 
my Granny and a favourite Auntie were left as well. Our visits óhomeô to 
England were only every three years.  Three years without seeing my lovely 
Granny.  When I was 17 I had to leave my sister, brother and parents in 
Kenya and came back to England. I didnôt see them for another two years. 
 
In those days we had no internet, WhatsApp or mobiles.  We listened to 
radio and wrote letters ï every week. That was all the communication we 
had. Now, thanks to technology, we can keep in touch with children and 
grandchildren much better, but whilst the social media is really useful, it is 
also a curse. There is too much instant news and if we are not careful the 
misery and anxiety caused by it will be FAR, FAR worse than the Covid 19 
virus itself.  I feel so sorry for all those people around the world not being 
able to see, hear or even get in touch with the ones they love.  
 
Although we had a memorable time in Kenya, in the early days I had found 
the new sounds, smells and bright colours extremely strange. On visits 
óhomeô to England (every three years) we visited places like the Lake District 
and the Dales. I learned to love them and still do. Nearly seventy years on I 
am still in regular touch with one of the friends I left here. Long separations 
can also build lasting friendships. 
 
I suppose I developed a romanticised ideal of England. I remember finding 
books like óThis Englandô in the school library and probably spending too 
long over them, because they made me feel homesick. I am told I had a 
lovely treble voice (well, I did win awards in the óunbroken voiceô category in 
the East Africa Music Festival). 



I went to a boarding school just outside Nairobi. Although it wasnôt very far 
from where we lived I was only allowed home every third Sunday and 
because I was in the choir (we had a lovely chapel) I had to be back to 
sing Evensong by 6.30. I remember the red glow of African sunsets 
flooding into the chapel  seemed to make our return from óleave outô even 
more poignant. 
 
There is a line from the hymn óThe day thou gavestô that I found 
particularly moving: 
 
 óThe sun that bids us rest is waking our brethren óneath the western skyô.  
It always reminded me of my Granny and my friends in England and is still 
very evocative. 
 
I read the hymn again today and I think it actually makes a lovely Evening 
Prayer to help us think of others around the world every evening, to remind 
us that we are not alone and that all will be well. 
 
 
 

The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended; 
the darkness falls at Thy behest; 

to Thee our morning hymns ascended, 
thy praise shall sanctify our rest.  

 
We thank thee that thy church unsleeping, 
while earth rolls onward into light, 

through all the world her watch is keeping, 
and rests not now by day or night.  

 
As o'er each continent and island 
the dawn leads on another day, 
the voice of prayer is never silent, 
nor dies the strain of praise away.  

 
The sun that bids us rest is waking 
our brethren 'neath the western sky, 
and hour by hour fresh lips are making 
thy wondrous doings heard on high.  

 
So be it, Lord! Thy throne shall never, 
like earth's proud empires, pass away; 
thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever, 
till all Thy creatures own Thy sway.  

 





Updated 16 April  
 

Dear supporters. 
 

As all of our thoughts are on the Covid-19 situation, 
we wanted to share an update on Christian Aidôs 
response. We value our volunteers enormously 
and want to ensure you all keep safe when 
fundraising for Christian Aid Week. The health and 
safety of our community, including loyal supporters 
like you, is of the utmost importance to us, and we 
are monitoring the situation on a daily basis. 
 

Advice for Christian Aid Week 
 

Many of you will have been planning house-to-house collections and events. Under the 
current circumstances, sadly, house-to-house collections and delivery-only collections 
should not go ahead. In particular, along with many churches, events such as Big 
Brekkies or Lent lunches cannot go ahead. 
Instead, Christian Aid Week is moving online! We are building a vibrant, virtual Christian 
Aid Week so you can take part with our online community. We would love you to join in to 
show love for our neighbours near and far, as a global family. 
 

Supporters in Northern Ireland, please visit caweek.ie for resources, information and how 
to pay in funds this Christian Aid Week. 
 

During Christian Aid Week 
Itôs more important than ever that we come together as a community to worship and to 
share fun and fellowship. Thatôs why during Christian Aid Week we will be live-streaming 
worship each day, and hosting a fun daily quiz to join and raise funds. Sign up using the 
links below to take part. 
Daily live-streamed worship 
Daily fun quiz 
 

Our global response 
 

Christian Aid and our partners already have experience of limiting the spread of infection 
during the Ebola crisis, and we will build on this experience to continue to stand together 
with communities living in poverty during this period. If infection rates start to develop as 
they are in Europe, then people in poorer countries will be hit even harder. Many are 
already living with reduced health resilience because of extreme poverty, or in 
overcrowded humanitarian camps and in countries which do not have the healthcare 
infrastructures needed to combat widespread disease. We will be working on the ground 
to help prepare communities to limit the impact of Covid-19. Please pray for us in this vital 
work, and support us where you can by making an online donation. 
 

We are praying for all those affected by this new virus, both in Britain and overseas, for 
all those working on the frontline and for wisdom for our leaders. We will continue to 
monitor the situation as it evolves. During this challenging time, we all need to take 
seriously the science and advice being offered, remaining calm but vigilant. If you have 
any specific concerns or questions please email us at info@christian-aid.org or call our 
helpline on 020 7620 4444. 
 

I am keeping you all in my prayers.  
 

With every blessing, 

  

Amanda Khozi Mukwashi 

https://www.christianaid.ie/christian-aid-week
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week/daily-live-streaming
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/christian-aid-week/daily-quiz






Prayer Booklet 
 
Weôve produced a prayer booklet for those self isolating and 
will produce another if this goes beyond April and will give you 
the new link to the digital version.  
https://shelliem.wordpress.com/é/prayer-booklet-for-those-é/ 
#pray #prayer Church of England Diocese of Worcester 
 
 
 
This prayer booklet is for people unable to attend a funeral 
https://shelliem.wordpress.com/2020/03/29/prayer-booklet-for-
those-unable-to-attend-a-funeral/ 
 
 
 
 

Go to church this Sunday (virtually)  
 

You can watch (and rewatch) the Church of Englandôs virtual Sunday 
services: 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online 
 

Radio 3ðChoral Evensong 3pm 
Radio 4ðMorning worship 8am 
BBC radioðHereford and Worcesterð8am 

Just to let you know that Churches Together in Broadway are fundraising for 
Christian Aid week, and theyôd really appreciate your support.  We cannot go 
door to door as we usually do so giving online through Just giving page is the 
way we can donate and help them. 

You can donate to their JustGiving page by clicking here: https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/broadwayctib?
utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=broadwayctib
&utm_campaign=pfp-
email&utm_term=eb1f318eb474498a8ce926e25e2b021e. 

Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure.  

Once you donate, they'll send your money directly to Christian Aid, so it's the 
most efficient way to give - saving time and cutting costs for the charity. 

Thank you,  

Shellie 

https://shelliem.wordpress.com/2020/03/14/prayer-booklet-for-those-self-isolating-coronavirus-covid-19/?fbclid=IwAR2pDj1nLJ64lnwPT15Tk4YUvHxJXpJMOzwIVy0wFJjogkCGeJNp3SCYwcc
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pray?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBDseAg7y6GoArjy559VWKjuIANceg98qYAwCJrYYp5hwEGzrpQSMzUPfk3Q9py3X6_R9xXS7PUWD4SikskCqmnsrQ_18lybpeXNfcdxSnrk4WoWxFYP6c90sZrgenNoi-wwQztdt7egCB8UpcifBY7qWZRgAynE86EyIQVHcHqRA
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/prayer?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBDseAg7y6GoArjy559VWKjuIANceg98qYAwCJrYYp5hwEGzrpQSMzUPfk3Q9py3X6_R9xXS7PUWD4SikskCqmnsrQ_18lybpeXNfcdxSnrk4WoWxFYP6c90sZrgenNoi-wwQztdt7egCB8UpcifBY7qWZRgAynE86EyIQVHcHq
https://www.facebook.com/cofeworcester/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARCA02s0K_LZF3Y5zcUO9e6itOwRZGKRlltJZ0_xpGYCWA8myEovr9L7R39CD5hQ1_LoCCe8SfcqWI9L&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBDseAg7y6GoArjy559VWKjuIANceg98qYAwCJrYYp5hwEGzrpQSMzUPfk3Q9py3X6_R9xXS7PUWD4SikskCqmnsrQ
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/broadwayctib?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=broadwayctib&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=eb1f318eb474498a8ce926e25e2b021e
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/broadwayctib?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=broadwayctib&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=eb1f318eb474498a8ce926e25e2b021e
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/broadwayctib?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=broadwayctib&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=eb1f318eb474498a8ce926e25e2b021e
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/broadwayctib?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=broadwayctib&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=eb1f318eb474498a8ce926e25e2b021e
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/broadwayctib?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=broadwayctib&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=eb1f318eb474498a8ce926e25e2b021e


Broadway Coronavirus Support Network 
 
There is a group of people who have formed a group with many 
volunteersðThe Broadway Coronavirus Support Networkð 
https://www.facebook.com/broadwaycoronasupportnetwork 
 

This is updated regularly on Facebook.   
 
(UPDATED 7pm SAT 21/03) To all residents in the Parish of Broadway 
 

We are so far a very small group of villagers working together with the Parish 
Council as we would like to provide help to our fellow residents during the 
current Coronavirus pandemic. 
 

We are in the process of setting this page and network up so please bear with 
us whilst we pull together the relevant parties to assist. 
 

This FREE service is available to residents within the Parish of Broadway 
who are self-isolating, vulnerable or have underlying health issues that 
prevent them from going to public places. 
 

Please contact us if you require assistance with local shopping, prescription 
collections, posting letters or anything else you are struggling with, or if you 
would simply like a friendly chat over the phone: 
 

Contact: 
Tel: Revd Michelle (Shellie)Ward - 07780002565. 
E-mail: broadwayvillagenetwork@gmail.com 
 

One of our coordinators will then put you in touch with a helper who lives near 
to you. 
 

*PLEASE NOTE - we will also aim to provide all of the details on leaflets and 
posters so that those who do not use online services can easily access the 
same help. 
 
Please do not feel isolated or that you shouldnôt be asking for help. We are all 
here for each other during this difficult time! Your contact details will only be 
shared with your designated Broadway Helper. We wonôt keep records, or 
publicise your details or ask you for money. 
 
This free service will be available until the British government / W.H.O. has 
declared that the pandemic is no longer a threat. 
 
*PLEASE NOTE 
** We cannot provide medical advice / assistance or lifts to medical 
appointments or elsewhere. If you require this type of help please contact 
Cotswold Friends, a local charity: 
 



Telephone 01608 651415 info@cotswoldsfriends.org 
 
We will aim to work with our local stores provide delivery services. 
The following Broadway businesses offer local delivery, and you can place 
your orders over the phone and pay with your bank card: We will add to this 
list as we go; 



** If you need a volunteer to pick up a few urgent essentials for you from the 
local shops please ensure you have some cash at home or a cheque book. 
All cash should be placed in an envelope. 
 
Weôre here to help! 
 

Other Useful Information  

found on Facebook or other places online  
 

Barn Close Surgery  
 

COVID-19 Coronavirus 
27th March 2020 Update 
 
PLEASE STAY AT HOME, MANY MORE PEOPLE WILL DIE IF YOU 
DON'T 
DO NOT TAKE ANY RISKS, IT IS NOT WORTH IT 
 
From Monday 30th March 2020, in line with National and local guidance, we 
will be offering a locality "hub" model to provide you with medical care. Barn 
Close Surgery is part of the Vale Primary Care Network. 
We have an excellent close relationship with our 7 local practices, and the 
following plans have been drawn up with the sole purpose of looking after 
you and our staff at this very difficult and uncertain time. 
All patients will receive telephone triage prior to a face to face appointment 
being offered. 
If the doctor or nurse deems that it is "essential" that you should be seen, 
then you will be asked several questions to determine where the best place 
to see you is.  
You will be offered an appointment in one of two sites determined by clinical 
need. You MUST only attend the site where you have been asked to go: 
1. Barn Close Surgery - via rear entrance to building. Please bring your 
mobile phone, call us when you have arrived and we will escort you from the 
car park. 
2. De Montfort Surgery, Burford Street, Evesham. You may not be seen by 
a doctor who is known to you. You will receive "double triage" from 2 
doctors to determine whether this is the appropriate destination for you to be 
assessed. Clear instructions will be given. 
  
Routine care is currently cancelled and you will only be seen if your care is 
defined as "Core Work".  
If you are asked to attend the practice, please be aware that the clinician 
seeing you will be working from a "clean room" and will always be dressed 
in protective clothing, gloves and a mask (PPE). 
You may also be asked to wear a mask yourself. This is for your own 



protection and for the protection of the NHS staff looking after you. 
DO NOT ATTEND the surgery if you have a NEW PERSISTENT COUGH 
AND/OR FEVER.  
 
Prescriptions can still be collected from the practice, one person at a time 
from the tent that has been erected at the front of the surgery. You will not be 
allowed into the building, but medication will be given to you. Please listen to 
the instructions that you will be given. 
 
You can order new prescriptions by posting the repeat slip through the door 
or registering for on-line "Patient Access" using the link below. 
 
Requests for medication are outstripping supply. Please only request what 
you need. You WILL NOT be allowed more than one month at a time. Please 
allow 7 working days for your medication to be read. 
 
We thank you all for your patience and respect at this difficult and stressful 
time for all of us. 
 
www.111.nhs.uk 

http://www.111.nhs.uk


Information from the Diocese  
 

Live Streaming of services  
 
You can follow the links to these churches online via the diocesan page: https://
www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/news/2020/03/16/coronavirus-latest-information/  
I have chosen, for now, to offer a WhatsApp group where we can pray, share  
and communicate as a beneficeðif you wish to join the group please send me 
your mobile number and download the app. There is always the prayer booklet 
on our churches website and a hard copy is in church. 

 
The following churches will be live streaming. Please do point people to these if 
you're not able to stream worship yourself.  
 
Worcester Cathedral will be streaming their 8.30am service each morning on 
the Cathedral Facebook page. (From Sunday 22 March) 

 
All Saints in Worcester are streaming 11am morning prayer and 10pm 
Compline as well as a Sunday service at 10.30am on YouTube. 
 
Holy Trinity Church, Old Hill will be streaming their Sunday service at 
10.45am on You Tube. 
 
Malvern Link with Cowleigh parish will be streaming a 9.45am Eucharist and 
11.15am Contemporary Worship on Sundays on their  Facebook page.  
 
Christ Church, Lye will be streaming prayers and a sermon at 11am on 
Sunday morning on their Facebook page. 
 
East Vale and Avon benefice are putting together a series of online services 
which can be accessed through their website.  
 
Holy Trinity & St Matthew, Ronkswood, Worcester will be live streaming 
worship via Zoom on Sunday at 10am and 6pm. Details about how to join in 
are on the parish website. 
 
St Mary, Old Swinford, Stourbridge is live streaming services on Thursdays at 
10.30am  and Sunday at 10am. More details on the parish website 
 
St Peter, Cradley is live streaming daily morning prayer at 8.30am and 
Compline in the late afternoon through their Facebook page 
 
Hagley and Clent are offering Sunday worship at 10.30am via Zoom and all are 
welcome to join them. Contact the Rector, Richard Newton for more details.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/WorcesterCathedral/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrnhlS0gi_8Dg5WS_RX0dBQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3BrCAz-8KtH0KrqsiW8s2w
https://www.facebook.com/churchmlwc/
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchLye/
https://eastvaleavon.com/online-services
https://www.holytrinityandstmatthewronkswood.co.uk/
http://www.stmaryschurcholdswinford.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersChurchCradley/
mailto:richardn.kathy@gmail.com


Morning Prayer from Worcester Cathedral  
 
Watch Morning Prayer from Worcester Cathedral. This is one way in which we 
are linking members of the Cathedral community as well as the wider public to 
the Cathedral's daily offering of praise and prayer. 
 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/WorcesterCathedral/ 
 

Prayer diary - April  
 

Recent events have meant that many of our prayer diary entries are out of 
date. We will therefore be issuing monthly pdf updates.  

Download the updated prayer diary for April 2020. (I have attached this pdf 
with this mailingðShellie). 

Updated prayers will also be available on our website 'prayer for the day' and 
our social media streams.   
 
Sam SetchellðCommunications Officer 

https://cofeworcester.contentfiles.net/media/assets/file/1527_CofE_Diary39-APRIL2020.pdf


Mental health  
 

The Church of England has 
produced some mental health 
reflections to help you in this 
time of uncertainty. You can 
access them at:  cofe.io/
MentalHealth. 
 

The Mental Health Foundation 
has also produced some useful 
resources, which can be 
found at: https://
www.mentalhealth.org.uk/
coronavirus 
 

You can find a host of 
other mental health 
resources from a variety of 
different organisations and 
charities. https://
www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/
toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-
supporting-yourself-and-your-
colleagues/ 
 

Some helpful books and 
resources are also available 
from Sacristy Press at https://
www.sacristy.co.uk/books/
coronavirus-church-resources# 

https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources




I saw this on the Leedons Park Facebook Group page and asked if I could share itéé. 
 

Isolation: Days Without End: Wednesday  
by Bryn Richards 
 
Following yesterdayôs woeful tirade, lets get back to the more positive. As 
Spring warms up our thought naturally turn towards Summer Holidays. 
Difficult in the circumstances but being resourceful, weôll find some useful 
alternatives. 
 
Camping: This is fairly straight forward, get your tent out of the loft and 
pitch it on the back yard. A few handfuls go gravel thrown onto the slabs 
will give the ideal surface to sleep on and you should be able to rig up a 
hosepipe to provide 24 hour ñrainfallò. Youôll be wanting to go home in no 
time. Perfect. 
 
Motorhomers: Another easy one, move your dining table and 4 chairs into 
the bathroom sit down and youôre just about ready. All you need now are 
suitable wine supplies - about 3 bottles per day is a good start. Why not 
ask one of your neighbours to bang on your window and shout, ñVous ne 
pouvez pas vous garer iciò if youôre planning to go to France or, ñNo 
puedes estacionar aqui!ò If youôre hoping for Spain. 
 
Cruising: This is the easiest of the lot. Buy a range of new clothes online. 
Put them in a suitcase. 
 
Lock yourself in a bedroom. Develop an easily transmittable 
gastrointestinal disease such as Norovirus. Remain in the bedroom for two 
weeks. Plan a range of stories about what a good time you had. 
 
Hotels: Following the success of the Staycation we must be aware of the 
advantages of the Hometel. You can have all the luxuries of a holiday in 
the confines of your home. Begin by writing a large Pool Closed sign and 
placing in a prominent area of the garden. Put all your garden chairs in a 
row, put a towel on each one, sit on the floor. For mealtimes, buy range of 
frozen unrecognisable meals and prepare them carefully, throw about half 
of each course in the bin, let the rest go cold, Consume suspiciously. 
 
For all the above holidays, place an appropriate amount of pounds sterling 
in an envelope and burn it. Enjoy. 
 
Supplies. Variable 
 
Spirits Fair to Middling. 
 



Isolation Competition, Week 3  
 
Last weekend saw the passing of Tim Brook-Taylor, Goodie, ISIHAC and 
writer of ñ4 Yorkshiremenò (Youôll find it on You Tube). This weeks 
competition is in his honour. 
Imagine in 30 years time (we should be so lucky) telling youngsters of the 
future how we dealt with isolation: 
EG 
I had to get up at 11:00 in the morning and watch Netflix for 18 hours whilst 
hopping on one leg to get my exercise. 
 
You were lucky, I had to get up, open the curtains, look outside for 3 hours 
before I saw somebody walk past, eat 2 breakfasts, read yesterdayôs paper 
six times, crawl around the kitchen 15 times with a saucepan on my head for 
exercise and then wonder what Iôd have for lunch. 
You were luckyéé. 
éééééé.. Over to you. 
 
This weekôs prize is a cup of cold gravel and a shoebox with a hole in it. 








