
Vicarôs Musings 
 

This weeks reading from Colossians 3: 12-17 has been floating around my 
head all weekðI do love looking at other translations other than the usual.  
This one is from The Message Bible ( a modern version of the bible):  
 
So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the wardrobe God 
picked out for you: compassion, 
kindness, humility, quiet strength, 
discipline. Be even-tempered, 
content with second place, quick to 
forgive an offense. Forgive as 
quickly and completely as the 
Master forgave you. And 
regardless of what else you put on, 
wear love. Itôs your basic, all-
purpose garment. Never be 
without it. 
 
Let the peace of Christ keep you in 
tune with each other, in step with 
each other. None of this going off 
and doing your own thing. And 
cultivate thankfulness. Let the 
Word of Christðthe Messageð
have the run of the house. Give it 
plenty of room in your lives. 
Instruct and direct one another 
using good common sense. And 
sing, sing your hearts out to God! 
Let every detail in your livesð
words, actions, whateverðbe 
done in the name of the Master, 
Jesus, thanking God the Father 
every step of the way. 
 



Paul in other translations asks us to clothes ourselves with Christ.  Here we 
are told to wear Christðnever be without it.   
 
A few of years ago, I 
listened to an interview 
with one of the actors 
from Downton Abbey. 
She described how 
putting on those 
amazing period 
costumes affected her. 
Her posture changed, 
even the way she 
spoke suddenly 
became more refined. 
Wearing the costume 
automatically put her 
into the character she 
was portraying. Putting 
on the dress made her 
into someone new. 
 
Itôs interesting that what we wear, how we dress effects usðwhether fancy 
dress or power suits to make us feel good.  I read a lot of Jane Austen and 
period books who talk about having a Sunday best to go to church.  Some 
people wont be seen without their make up.  Itôs no different how we treat or 
ówearô our faith. 
 
A story I remember being told: A church was looking for a new vicar, and the 
Archdeacon sat down with the PCC to talk about what they wanted to see in 
this new person. ñSomeone who can attract young families,ò they said. This 
made sense, because the church had been in decline for many years, and the 
congregation was aging. So the Archdeacon asked them, ñwhat is it about 
your church that young families would find attractive now?ò 
 
They looked at each other, then at the floor. 
 
ñWell, what attracted you to this church when you first started to come here?ò 
the Archdeacon asked encouragingly. 
 
ñItôs the fellowship. This is where I can see my friends every week, and we can 
catch up with each otherôs lives,ò one woman replied. ñItôs where I get a sense 
of belonging, where my friendships were formed.ò 
 
The AD thought for a moment, then said, ñYes, and these days, people who 
are under the age of 35 with children can get that same sense of belonging 



and friendship building at their kidsô football games, or other sports activities. 
They build friendships with other parents whose kids are involved in the same 
things their kids are involved in. They donôt need church for ófellowship,ôò the 
AD said.   ñWhat else?ò 
 
ñWell, church is where I get involved in helping other people. We work at the 
foodbank or take a meal to the homeless shelter, and I get a lot of satisfaction 
out of that,ò said one man. 
 
ñYes, and people who are under the age of 35 do those things, too. They just 
donôt need a church to help them do it. They are very involved in social justice 
issues, but they work through secular organizations to get that same 
satisfaction,ò the AD told them. ñWhat else?ò 
 
The room was silent. Someone coughed.  
 
Finally, the AD said, ñWhatôs the one thing that church has to offer that Football 
teams and social agencies often donôt? é Anyone?ò Still no answer. 
 
ñOkay, look at it this way.  
 
What difference has being part of this church made to your faith? How has 
following Jesus Christ, as a member of this congregation, changed your life?ò 
 
ñOh Archdeacon,ò one man grumbled, ñYou donôt want to go there. Thatôs 
getting too personal!ò 
 
ñWell,ò the AD answered, ñitôs the one thing you have going for you that other 
social groups and service groups donôt. The one thing the church can claim as 
its own is Jesus, and if you canôt identify how Jesus has changed your life, 
what makes you think anyone else would be attracted to your church?ò 
 
When we put on Christ, we look different, we act differently, we speak 
differently, because we not only wear Christ on the outside, we are filled with 
Christ from the inside. And it shows. People notice. They become curious and 
want to know why our lives are different 
from theirs, why we have peace and joy in 
abundance, whatever the circumstances 
are.   When I was at University I wore as 
many did the WWJD wristbands much like 
the one in the pictureðWhat Would Jesus 
Do?  In every moment how I felt, thought 
and acted I was reminded to ask how 
would Jesus wish me to act in each and 
every situation.  We donôt always get it 
right but people notice when you donôt get 



angry, or swear or show compassion.  People notice when they are 
treated differently to how society expects. 
 

If no one is noticing how your life is different from theirs, why is that?  
If no one is asking you how you have such peace, why is that?  
If no one is remarking about the joy you always show, why arenôt they?  
If no one can see Christ in you, ask yourself why. 
 

As some of you know the Archbishop of York Stephen Cottrell is 
heading up a process for the Church of England, discerning vision and 
strategy for the next 10 years. He said recently when addressing the 
Diocese of York:  ñAt some point I hope to share this with you more 
fully. However, I note that at the heart of this vision and strategy are 
two phrases which I believe are very relevant for where we are at the 
moment as a diocese and as a national church: we believe God is 
calling us to be a Christ centred and Jesus shaped church.  
 

On the one hand, this is a perfectly obvious and unsurprising thing to 
be saying; on the other, it is an invitation to a radical re-aligning of our 
life around that which is most basic to our vocation: the call to be a 
Christ centred church, is the call to a renewal of prayer and worship; a 
declaration that both the highest doctrine of the Church and the most 
basic way of understanding the Church is that we are the women and 
men whose lives have been so impacted by the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ that we are formed into a community 
around him, and it is his life, his values, his teaching that are the pulse 
and yardstick of our lives. Therefore ï the second phrase at the heart 
of the vision ï we are called to be Jesus shaped. This is actually a 
phrase that is widely used around the Anglican Communion and it flows 
from what are known as the five marks of mission, that is to ï 
 
1)  To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 
 

2)  To teach, baptise and nurture new believers 
 

3)  To respond to human need by loving service 
 

4)  To seek to transform unjust structures 
 of society, to challenge violence of 
 every kind and to pursue peace and 
 reconciliation 
 

5) To strive to safeguard the integrity of 
creation and sustain and renew the life 
of the earth 

 

Or in the more popular and memorable form:  
 

to tell, teach, tend, transform and treasure. 
 



But these five marks of mission are not just a description of the witness 
and ministry of every Christian community, they can also be a descriptor 
of the Christian life itself, the life of missionary discipleship that each of us 
is called to. 
 

This is the message we need to bear to the world: echoing the words of 
the prophet Habakkuk who declared his delight in the Lord even though 
the olive crop fails and the sheep are lost (see Habakkuk 3.17-18): so, 
even though we cannot meet as we would like to; even though there is 
severe economic hardship; even though there is suffering and death; and 
even though we feel that we are being stretched to the limit of our 
resources; there is hope, hope that even in the midst of this pandemic, 
Christ is with us, bearing as ever the marks of his passion, which are the 
signs of his committed love to us and to the world. 
 

We too will have to bear the scars of love as we commit ourselves afresh 
to Christ and to each other, and allow his Spirit to purge and refine us, so 
that, even with the tiny mustard seeds of faith, we may land, be planted, 
grow and prosper in love.ñ 
 

So let us love one another, that deep committed, self-forgetful love that 
we see in Christ. May it be ours. And through it and because of it, may we 
bring healing to the world. 
 

Stay safe 
Shellie 
 



Evening Prayer on Zoom  Order of Service 
 
https://www.stmichaelsbroadway.org/church-services  
 
Join Zoom Meeting (recurring meeting details) 
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89917336377?
pwd=RmYySmpOOUVkM2RnakE1YkdmQzkvUT09 

 
 Meeting ID: 899 1733 6377  
Password: 155390  
 

Give a little 
 
The diocese are trying to help churches, which due to Covid19 
cannot fundraise or meet weekly as they did before March 23rd.  This has had 
an impact on churches across the diocese and church including our own 
churches that still have weekly and monthly expenses that have to be paid but 
are struggling to fundraise and as yet arenôt meeting for gathered worship.  
 
To help support St Michaelôs and St Eadburghaôs churchesðgive online to 
Broadway PCC please use this link from SUMUP: https://givealittle.co/
campaigns/517bdd8b-33bf-4a59-92f4-7b8d88840249?
fbclid=IwAR0RNYX2EJfHX_J5A2RjB6SpuCyYU0DrtPL4CynAYu7Shdy8NIxBE
vq6vFI  
 
 
You can also give to any 
of our churches by cash 
or cheque made out to 
the either Broadway or 
Wickhamford then PCC 
and post to myself or the 
relevant church treasurer. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.stmichaelsbroadway.org/church-services
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89917336377?pwd=RmYySmpOOUVkM2RnakE1YkdmQzkvUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89917336377?pwd=RmYySmpOOUVkM2RnakE1YkdmQzkvUT09
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/517bdd8b-33bf-4a59-92f4-7b8d88840249?fbclid=IwAR0RNYX2EJfHX_J5A2RjB6SpuCyYU0DrtPL4CynAYu7Shdy8NIxBEvq6vFI
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/517bdd8b-33bf-4a59-92f4-7b8d88840249?fbclid=IwAR0RNYX2EJfHX_J5A2RjB6SpuCyYU0DrtPL4CynAYu7Shdy8NIxBEvq6vFI
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/517bdd8b-33bf-4a59-92f4-7b8d88840249?fbclid=IwAR0RNYX2EJfHX_J5A2RjB6SpuCyYU0DrtPL4CynAYu7Shdy8NIxBEvq6vFI
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/517bdd8b-33bf-4a59-92f4-7b8d88840249?fbclid=IwAR0RNYX2EJfHX_J5A2RjB6SpuCyYU0DrtPL4CynAYu7Shdy8NIxBEvq6vFI


St Michael³s Church, Broadway 

 

Sunday³s for Morning Worship at 10.30am 
(please do let Shellie know if you³re coming as we are limited to 30 people.) 
 

 

St Eadburgha³s Church, Broadway 
 

Open Thursday for private prayer 10.30am̧12pm  
(weather depending) 

 

29th November Advent Morning Worship  10.30am 
If more wish to come we may put another service on at 3pm̧please let 
Shellie know if you are coming as we don³t want to turn people away. 
 

St Mary³s Childswickham  
 

Open for Morning Worship 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month 

& for private prayer 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month 

10.30am̧ 12pm. 
and hopes to hold Morning Worship in October following a PCC meeting. 
 

St John³s Church, Wickhamford  
remains closed at this time due to their risk assessments. 

 

APCM Reports 
https://www.stmichaelsbroadway.org/apcm  

 

In Memory 

 
The family have asked me to make you aware that on Saturday 24th October 
we held a graveside service of Burial of ashes for David Folkes MBE in  
St Eadburghaôs Churchyard.   
 
Iôm sure we hold the family in our prayers at this time.    
 

https://www.stmichaelsbroadway.org/apcm
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All subject to Covid-19 guidelines  

(and therefore guidelines may change) 
please email for Track and Trace your name and phone 
number to Rev Shellieð broadwaycofe@gmail.com   

if you are going to attend. 
 

Please remember to socially distance 2 metres 



You are invited to join the 

Signpost Broadway AGM 
Via Zoom on 

Monday, 16
th
 November, 2020 

at  7.30 p.m.  
             
If you would like to join, please 
contact: helenr@signpost.info 
so that she can add your name 
to the Zoom invitation list. 

200 Club Winners 
20th Sept 2020 èDraw 28:  

  

3 Rd PRIZE (£25)     

Mrs. Pat Clarke  

  

2 ND PRIZE (£50)   

Mrs. Margaret Peacock 

  

1ST PRIZE (£200)  

Sue Garwood 

mailto:helenr@signpost.info
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https://www.stmichaelsbroadway.org/broadway-advent-calendar 
 

This year due to Covid-19 it's going to be harder to gather together 
to celebrate Advent and Christmas.  So we have organised to hold 
a Living Advent Calendar in Broadway.  - see Amyôs story on the 
website. 
 
Just like a normal Advent Calendar each night from 3pm a new 
window in Broadway will be lit up with a Christmas scene / picture. 
 
We ask if you do share this online through social media to use the 
hashtag #BroadwayAdventCalendar so we can see people's 
pictures and windows. 
 
Nearer the time there will be a map of where each window will be 
and we hope you enjoy the discovery of Christmas in our 
community this year. 
 
We do have a couple of windows spaces left if you have a window and wish 
to take part.  All you need to do is talk to Shellie to find out more and if we 
have any spaces left.  
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At the beginning of lockdown Dan Ford was 
furloughed by his employer where he worked 
as a plumbing and heating engineer. He was 
used to being busy and didnôt know what to do 
with all of the spare time he now found himself with. He began by 
making wooden picnic benches for his son and his friends children 
until one day his aunty asked if he would make her a heart out of 
copper pipe, after seeing it on pinterest.  Her friends and other 
family members loved it and soon everyone was asking for him to 
make them one.  
 
After seeing other people do amazing things with their time to help 
struggling charities, Dan decided to make hearts and sell them with 
100% of the proceeds being raised for local charities and so Hearts 
for Hope was born.  
 
They set up a Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
heartsforhope20) and the response was amazing with order flying in 
and also local plumbing merchants and other plumbers donating 
copper pipe. At one point they were having 60 orders a day!  



The business quickly 
became a family affair with 
Danôs wife Lyndsey and 
also his parents, who they 
were living with at the time, 
helping to keep up with 
demand. 
 
The first charities they 
supported were St Richards 
Hospice, Worcester Acute 
Hospital, West Midlands Air 
Ambulance Charity and 
Acorns Childrenôs Hospital, 
with them each receiving a 
Ã500 donation. They have 
also supported smaller 
Worcestershire based charities and schools, who have all been struggling 
since the pandemic as their fundraising events have had to be cancelled. 
The total amount raised for charity now stands at an amazing Ã10,000. 
 
Dan returned to full time work at the beginning of June and his wife 
Lyndsey took over running the business to keep up with he continuing 
demand for their products. From this point they could not sustain the 100% 
donations for charity but they did still want to continue supporting local 
charities so they still donate 10% of all of their profits from all purchases 
made. They have also started working closely with some local charities 
including St Richards Hospice to help with their fundraising. 

 
All of the details about Hearts for 
Hope can be found on their 
website 

www.heartsforhope.co.uk where 
you can keep up to date with their 
latest donations, fundraising 
campaigns and see their full range 
of products and also purchase if 
you wish. You can also follow 
them on social media on 
Facebook and Instagram to keep 
up with their latest news.  

http://www.heartsforhope.co.uk



